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PREFACE. 


Dy Here is nothing hath more confounded 
BENT knowledge ame 1g mew then the reci- 
Wo procall vielences of the underſtanding 
SEA 9 and the will ; or, to jp plainly, the 
LP paſcion of the one and blindneſs of the 
> other : Since ſome by chance or imte- 
reſt take up principles which they force 
the anderſlanding by ſiraywd Arguments to maintain : 
others by the Cuitom of ſome opinion ſo bewitch the will 
into confedracy , that they can never quit it after any con- 
futation , to remedy this, ſince 1 had purpoſed with my ſelf ; 
to ſay ſomewhat to this point (which though it be buta 
{mall wyer yet the great weight of cruill Felicity lits upon 
it) I knew no better method then to take the ſcales 
the eqes of the underſtanding, and ſhew the Will how bet - 
ter to bring about her great deſi;ne of gord: CAnd in 
the proſecution of thi, I would not skirmiſh with every 
Argument which had beew a thing of immenſe ſlavery 
and not for every eye ; but I chosſed rather to Hrike at the 
foundations, that the underſtaraing might looſe his paſ- 


ſion , and more freely confider upon what Quick: ſands 
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THE PREFACE. 
they lay , and in this 1 need not tobe Jos becauſe I 
take a task which moſt men are rather happy in, that w, to 


| ſupplant Error rather then to aſſert Trath : Hente I conſi- 


der Kingſhip fimply, not troubling my ſelf to maintain 
any other form, or conſider Oaths, Ends, changes of Go- 
wernment or particu ar nece[sivies or Reaſons of ſafety 
they being diſtini# Conſiderations and tasks by thew- 
ſelves, New if thus negative way ſatisfie nos, I ſee no 
ſuch great cauſe to be diſcouraged, for (1 confeſs) 1 donot 
perceive it [0 ſe a thing to finde an error, and I had r4- 
ther tell a may he was out of the way, then in endeavour - 
ing to lead him to the end of his journay, lead him further 
about, and it is my opinion, that as Sceptiſchiſm is not 
ontly uſeleſs, but dangerous if in ſetting our thoughts in 
4 poſture of defence it makes us abſolutely wavering and 
increduleus, ſe hid I rather be Sceptical in my opinion, 
then mamtain it upon Grounds taken up and not demox- 


ſtrated. 


The ſecond part is meerly an inſtance as te the Aru. 
ments of the firſt, wherein I would not beunderſtood to 
be awriter of an Epitome (IT have other tmployments for 
my time and thou:hts; and nobler too) but to ſet down « 
t: we Series by way of Example, and therefore I was onely 
ts note acceſſes and receſſes to Governments, and the effeits 
procecding . from the perſons of Covernours, and here I 
nee1cd not much trouble the Chronolozers : So leaſt it 


 migh: be abare Sceleton 1 ſprinkled ſome obſervations, 


that came to hand and ſeem to afford either pleaſure or 
uſe, Thus much leaft I mizht be miſunderſtood, I thought 


neceſſary to premiſe. 
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Have often thought it ſtrange that among 
all che Governments, either paſt or being, 
the Monarchicall ſhould fo far in exteny 
and number exceed the Popular , as that 
they could never yer come into compati» 
ſon. I could never be perſwaded , but ic 
WEST FISB ce was more happy for a: people to be diſpo- 

fed of by a number of perſons joyntly intereſted and concern- 
ed with them, then to be numbred as the herd and Inheri- 
tance of One to whoſe lult and madneſs they were abſolutely 
fubje& ; and that any man of the weakeſt reaſon and genero- 
ſiry would not rather chooſe for his hab.ration that piece of 
carth, whereon there were acceſs to honour by vertue and no 
worth could be excluded;; rather then that where all advance- 
mentſhould proceed-from the will-of one ſcarcely hearing and 
ſeeing with his own Organs, and gain'd for the moſt part by 
means lewd and indireq, and rhat in the endto amount to 

nothing elſc bur a more ſplendid and dangerous flavery. Fo fa- 
tisfie this,. I conſidered how inſcrutably Providence carryes on 


the turns and ſtops of all Governments, ſo that molt people 
A 3 rather 


rather found them then made them ; the conſtitutions of men, 
ſome norffit.to be maſters of -their Liberty, ſome not- capable, 


- ſome not willing, the Ambirion'of ſettled Tyrants, who break- 
ing their own bounds have brought in violent alterations, and 


laſtly, civill diſcords which have either corrupted or altered 


berter ſettlements» T £1 
Bur theſe are.obſervations, rather chen Argnmenes, and re- 


late to-fate:rather then reaſon. "That which aſtooiſhed me | 


moſt was to ſee this Heroick learned Ape, not onely not riſing 
ro thoughts of Liberty, bar inſtead thereof foolith!y turning 
theirawitsand ſwords againſt themſe!ves in the mairitenanceof 
T hems, whoſe (lives they are, andiadeed theycan be no wenk 


<anfes that produce 10 long and ſerled a diſtemper though 


ſome of them I ſuppoſed, if not moſt of them, are theſe. 

He knoweth nothing that knoweth not how ſuperſt'tiouſly 
the generality of mankinde is given to hold up traditions, and 
how pertinatious it is1n the maintenance of its firſt prejudices, 
inſomuch that a diſcovery or more refinde reaſon 1s as inſup - 
portable to them, as the Sun is ro aneye newly brought out 
of darkneſs ; hence opiniatrytrie (which is commonly pro- 
portion'd to their jgnorance) and a generous obſtinacy ſome- 
times to death and ruin« :So thatit.is no-marvet if we ſee many 
Gentlemen whoſe education enabled them onely to uſe their 
ſenſes and firſt thoughts, ſo dazled with the ſplendor of a 
Court prepoſleſſed with the affeiou of a Prince, or bewitched 
with ſome ſubdolous favour, That he chooſeth rather any 
hazard then the eachantment ſhould be broke up. Others per- 
haps a degree above theſe , yet in reſpe& of ſome Title 
ſtuck upon the Family (which hath been as fortunate a_my+ 
ſerie of Kingſhip as any other) or in reverence to ſome glo- 


rious former atchicvements (minding not that in all theſe 


caſes the people are the onely effeRtive means, and the' King 
onely imaginary) they think they ſhould degenerate from bra- 
wy in bringing on a change. Others are withheld by: ſloth 
and timerouſneſs cither not dariog or unwilling to be happy ; 
ſome looking no further then their private welfare, indifferent 
for the multiplication of publick evils. 'Ochers (and. theſe the 
worlt of all out of pravity of nature ſacrificing to their am- 
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en nag any Machinations , and upholding. | 
rhors: whil Princey themſelves, ( train'd up-in'theſe Arts,or 
receiving then tn. Tradition- ) know-how to winde all their 
humars ce their own advantage, row foyſting in the Divinity 
of their Eitkes toro Pulpits » now amuziug p. People w th 
rcencics and inter- [ludes ,now diveRting their hot Spirits 
to foe unprofitable forrain War ( making way to their ac- 
curſed ends of revenge or glory,with the effulion of that blood 
which ſhould be as de>r to them as their own: ) Now ſtroak- 
ing the People with ſome feeble but enforced Law ( for 
which notwithſtanding they wilhe payd; ) and *tis obſerved, 
the moſt notorious Tyrants have taken this courſe ; Now gi- 
ving up the eminenteſt of their Miniſters ( which they part 
with as indiffcrently as their Robes ) unto the rage and fury of 
the People , fo that they are commghaded and condemned by 


the fame mouth , and the credulous and ating believing 
their Kings ſet over them, ſir ſtill, and by degrecs grow into 
quiet and admiration, eſpecially if tulled afleep with ſome ſmal 
continuance of peace (be it nevet ſo unjuſt, unſound,or dange- 
rous) as if the body pelitick could.not languiſh” of an interoal 
difeaſe, whilſt irs complexion is freſh and chearful. 

Thoſe ae the Reaſons, which ( 1f I conceive aright ) have 
ſtupified the lefſe knowing.patt of manikinde, Now how the 
o_ fearching part hath io odly miſcarricd,wil fall under con= 
ſ:derations [419 5%" 


Firſt then ,;' we peed not take the pains to demonſtrate how: 


calic a thing it is for mer of acuteneſſe,not converſant in Civill 
things not onely to miſcarry in the apprehenſion ,, but even in 


the judgement of them ; for they inſtead of bringing the ſeries 


and reaſon of affairs into rule and merhod, uſe contrarywile to 
meaſure them by © heir Own preſuppoſed ſpeculation ; and by 
that means become incapable of weighing rightly the various 
' incidencesandcixcumſtances of buſineſſes : For it is to be obſer- 
| ved,that the Theorems of go Art or Profeſſion are more eaſily 
found, or of difficulter praQice,then thoſe of Policy; ſo that it 


is no wonder if men meerly contemplative , fail ſooft on the. 


very laying of grounds , as we ſhal anon inſtance, IO 
it- 


anne - 


RO > 

frritful dainties are Error and Abſurdity ,, we all know: Bat 
more eſpecially the couteritions of contemplative men are moſt 
numerous, various,and endlefle ; for wrangli ig is wih-cheman 
Art,and they are end'-ed with that ungenerous ſhame never r0 
acknowledge: Beſides, thee principles are woſt times il] rivet- 
red,and it *5t0 be teared, that in their ſuperſtruKions, they as: 
ofcen call in their imaginatiors,2s their judgement to frame ar- 
uments-. Beſides, thetic men fighting onely with Pen Ink, and 
Pacer, ſeldome arrive at a means to decide the Quarrcell , by 
which he that gains the laſt word is ſuppoſed Conqueror. Or 
the other leaves almoſt zs i::glorious a Conquelt to the Victor 

as if he had'been overthrows- ales 
That which I would fay from all chis,is, that the generali- 
ty of ſpeculative men , tor the moſt part guiding their under- 
ſtandings by thoſe notions which they finde in Books : fall nor 
ſeldome by this means ingp conſiderable Errors : For all Books, 
thoſe I mean. that are humane, and fall diretly under confide- 
ration, Either lay down Practical things, and obſervations of 
King-ſhip, or ſome general and univerſal Notions , or elſe 
controverhially, Aſert Aenarchy againſt ſome oppoſers. Now 
in the two'latter there are generally found two grand and in- 
ſupvorrable fallacies;the firſt whereof is, that they fraudulent- 
ly c nverſe in generals, and ( to borrow the' Schookterm ) 
p ak of that in the Abſfra#, which they ſhould do in the 
| outback As for example, where they ſhould aſſert the parti» 
cular right of this,or that Prince, they cunningly or ignorantly 
lay out molt of their diſcourſe m general about. Afonarehy, 
and'fo not ſeldome weary and amuze the diſpute, before they 
come'to the true Ground and ſtating of the Quarrel, whereby 
the Readers diverted by ſuch prepoſſeſsions,& entangled by ge- 
neral Notions of Authority, Power and Governmeut, ſeldome 
deſtend into the conſideration of particulars z wheve the great 
ſcruple & difficvltie for the moſt part lyes. So that anyKing(be 
his acceſſe to the Government never (ofa dulene and an jultk- 


able)becoms to be lookt on-as ſacredAuthoritative,& by degrees 
Oegins not to bluſh at the Attributes of Sacred Majeſty,Grace, 
and Highneſſc.or any ocher higher Terms that the ſervile flat- 

: ; rery 
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rey andavitty quo Courcicrs can give unto them $923 
ſome even of rhe wicked'ſt Reman Emperors, conid be content = 
tobe [ſaluted with Perennieies and Divimicies, wheveas if men = 
would call their reaſons into Councel, they might finde thar 
theſe blazing Stars were opake Bodics, and ihone onely by re- 
fletion : Theſe men havmg no more then cicher the Cabal of 
their own ſtate and diſtance, orthe wretched Impoſition,upon 
the People caſt onthem ; For would men divelt the Authori- 

ty from che Perſog,and then commonly findeat incoaliderabl 
if not poſitively evil. And again,conſider Authority 4n it {el 
as A an fixt , veritable , immutable, and\ when juſtly ag- 
miniſkred) ſacred, they might fiade, nba granting a Prince to 
be the. maſt Regular Juſt perſon.jn.all che World , yet many 
men as good, joyn'd with t.im, and jntruſted,, and.concurring 
wo.the ſame end,mig ht do much more good ; andgbar to.den 
this,vere to be as,i:rational, as to deny that.one i 
pox do.gaod at all, But however, this I cake-to be .corcain ang 
demonlirable qut of their own Principles,ghar Kings being on- 
ly to be conſidered in xefpeR .of the truſt and pawer ghat lyes 
on them,a number of men by as juſt means (to lay no better) 
invelted with the ſametruft and power , arcevery jot as 1a- 
cred,and:of as much diviac.rightas any Monarchs {the power 
being eſſertiaily.the ſatne ynited, or dixided, as if a Commyltign 
beto.one or three) it will thenreſult , chat Repukllivks ray 
beas Juſt and Authoritative,as King-ſhips, andihen cheir,ca- 
dical Argument of the Fore Dimino of King-(hip.is wholly-ca- 
fecbled, andthe. other rendred. equally as Saveraign. And 1am 
ro note. { but-this.is but xranſiently ) che peornefie, er tpfay 
| better, theBlaſphemy ofichat Argument ,, that floprilſvs our 
Kings as the Echpſes of Divinity, and xainly Javiſhes ſome: Mc- 
taphyſicks, to prove that allchings havea.natural Tengeacie4p 
AN Oneneſſe; nay, .the:itch of ſome METTY wHs, ;have carrygl 
themto run over moſt of the &rrmbees ( as ſome EngitÞ 
- Lawyers have talkt of the Legal, 1, muſt lay phantaftical-ubiqui- 
ty-and omniſciencesf-our Kings, though wedee the contrary, 
and-ſome Civilians a>ovt the .Emperour , have ggre -befoxe 
them) -whereas they. ſhould confider, that che immenſe frmaph- 
city bf (od Aowwes outin its fs workings wich - incffabe 


variety 


C'8-3 | 
variety, God being every-1here and the ſame, or as the P1a- 
roniſt; ſay,a Center in every part of his Circle, a Spirit without 
Quantity,Diſtance and Comprehenſion ; Whereas man is a de- 
terminate narrow thing,who doing one thing,ceaſethto do ano- 
ther ; and thinking of one thing , is forc'd to quit his former 
thought. Now how fit he is to be a ſhade of this Arch-ripe,let 


any jud2e,unlefs he could be refin'd from his corporeity,and in- 


large into a proportionable immenſity , Beſides, I know not 
wh: ther 1t be ſafe to think or no, That as God, who for the 
moſt part, ſuirs men with gifts ſuitable to the places to 
which he calls chem, would in ſome meafure poure out his 
Spirit proportionate to thefe men, whereas as molt commonly 
we finderhem, notwithſtanding their extraordinary Advantages 
of ſociety, education and Buſineſs, as weak men as any other, 
and good Princes being ſwayed by ths advice of men, good 
and wiſe, and the bad ſeduced by men of their own inclina- 
tions ; what elſe are all Monarchies , but in reallity Oprimales 
for a few oaly eſſentially govern, under the name of one who 
is utterly as unable as the meaneſt of choſe over whom hee 
claimes {uperiority. 

The ſecond Fallacy or paralogiſm is this, That men, while 
they Labour thus to ſupport Monarchy,rtell us not what kind 
of Monarchy it is, and conſequently gain nothing, altheugh 
we ſhould grant them the former propoſition to be true 
For what does it avail to acertain me'of the Title of ſuch a 
Princcif I know not by what Title he holds, grant it were viſi- 
ble to me that ſuch a man was markt out by providence to be 
my Governour, yet if I cannot tell what kinde of one, whether 
abſolute, mix!?, limited, meerly Law-Execurive,or firſt in'order, 
how ſhall I know to dire&t my Obedience ? if he be abſolute, 
my very naturall liberty is taken away from me, nor doe I 
know any power can make any man ſuch; The Scripture hold- 
ing out juſt Limitations and reſtriRions to all Govyenours. If 
mixt and limited, I muſt know the due temperature and 
bonnds, or elſe he may uſurpe or be miſtaken, and I opprefled 
or injur'd. If Law-Executive,the power fundamentally reſides 
not in him, but in the great Counſell, or them intrulted by the 
people, then T adore onely a ſhadow ; Now ifany. Prince of 


Emrope 
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Enrope can really clear vp theſe LE 2nd ſhew the lines of 
his Government drawn fairly, and his Charter whole and Au- 
thentick, like that of Yerice and the firſt Rome : For: my part, 
Tic be the firit man ſhall ſweare him Allegiance, avd thela 
that will preſerve him. But you will finde what they will tell 
ou in gennerall about their office, and in particular of their 
claimes of Succeſſion, Inheritance and Anceſtors, when look but 
thee or foure ſtories back, and you will meet either ſome ſa- 
vage unnaturall Intruſion (diſguiz'd under ſome forſt Title or 
inexiſtent Cognation) or elſe ſome violent alteration, or poſſi- 
bly ſome ſlender Oath or Articles hardly extorted and im- 
perfetly kept. Now if any man that will but run over theſe 
rules,and apply them to any Hiſtory whatever (as we ſhall ex- 
emplify in that which for the preſent we have pitcht wpon) and 
not finde moſt Titles Ambiguous, the cfeRts of former Monar- 
chies. (for where, in a Catologue of forty Kings, can you almoſt 
ſ{hew me three good ones, bur things mcerly ſtrugling to main- 
tain their Tirles and domeſtick Intereſt ) ruinous to the peo- 
ple (who, for the moſt parr,conſidering them no otherwiſe then 
as it reſcues them from violent Confuſion, not as they conduce 
to the poſitive happineſle of a civil life ) my ſmall converſation 
m Books is extreamely falſe ; And truly I conceive it may de 
the rationalleſt courſe to ſer any judgement aright , becaule it 
inſtruAs by experience and eft:&s, and grounds the judgement 
upon materiall obſervation, and not blindly gropes after no- 
tions and cauſes, which to him are T anturm non In/crutabile, 
But of that anon : A main miſtake under this Topick, hath 
been an erroneous Compariſon and application of rmatters Civil 
and Military ; for men obſerving thar mixt Councels about 
Generals, Plurality, equality of Commands , ofcen and ſudden 
Military alterations, have brought on no ſmall diſtempers and 
dangers to ſeverall Governments and attempts; Therefore they 
preſently colleA,that in Civills alſo it is the ſafeſt ro continue a 
Command in one hand for the preventing of the like diſturban- 
ces: But here they are deceived,Civill matters conſiſt in long 
debate, great conſideration, patient expeAation and wary forc- 
ſight, tyhich is better to be found in a number of choice expe- 


rienced heads, then in one ſingle one, whoſe youth and vigor of 
B 2 Spirit 


+... 
ſpirit innables him rather xo Aion, and fills him with that 
nobleTemerity,which is commonly fo happy in Martial things, 


_ ar” be guided alwayes ta prevent occafions (whici arc 


be found again , and which, miſtaken, are ſo ſcarcely 
anended) Belides the ferocity of daring ſpirits, can hardly be 
bounded while they ſtand leyell, fo rhat it is no wonder if the 
extinguiſh all emulations, by putting the power wo the bans 
of one, whereas in the Cty, it is quite orher wiſez and Fachons 
(unleſs they be Crueliy exorbitant) doe but poyle and ballance 
one another , and many tim?s lik: rhe diſcord of humor upon 
the na:urall Body, produce regll good eo the Paliticks That 
flender concepr.on, that nature ſeems ro dreſs o'1t as principally 
in moſt her workes, 33 among Birds, Bees, &e, is fo ſ{-nder (in 
regard they are no more chiefs then what they fancy them, 
but all their przpoteney is mcerly predatory or oppr: flive,and 
even Lyoaes, Elephants, Crocodiles and Ezgles, have {mall in- 
conſiderable enemie*,of which they ftand in tear , and by which 
they are often ruin'd )rhat theRecieall confuces 1t;and if 3t were 
ſogyct unleſs they couldprove theirOze man to be as mychmore 
excellent then thoſe are, and thar ſolely, I ſee not what it would 
advantage them, fince ro comply with the wy, of Nature in 
3c, they would contrary it in others where thee were equally 
concerned. Bur ticle Phylologicall and Rherorical Arguments, 
have nor alitcle hindered the ſcvercr diſquiſition of reaſon, and 
propoſeſſed the more eaſy mindes with notions fo much har- 
der to be layd a'ide, as they are more cxronisus and pleaſing. 
Theſe arc the fundamenrall crrours that have miſled the 
judgement ; now thoſe which kave miſguided the conſcience, 
have prmapally proce ded from the miſ-interpretation of Scrip- 
rurc, and therefore ſeeming Sacred, have becn leſs examined and 
donbeed, x5 carrying che moſt authority. Taus if the old Tefta- 
meat .there being ſuch frequenr mentzon of Kings, which not- 
wihitanding, were Given is Wrath, they ſuperſticion(ly 
hold forth, nat only the neeeflity, Dur che impunity of Kings, 
whereas wee know not their powers and limitations, and it is 
inconſequential ro argue, That becauſe 7e#dce was ſo governed, 
wee ſhould follow the parcrne , when we 69d neicher provepr, 


conſequence nor meceflicy convincing. And it's madd ar = 
that 
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that while the Spirit of Gol ſo. freely & ehemently exclaimes 
againſt che iniquities of men, that God would authorize it ſo 
far as to leave it in them ynpunithgbls. As for the antiqui- 
ty from 4daw its true, before his falt his dominion was large 
and wide, but ig was oyer the Beats (that after his fall learned 
te reþel againſt him ) and zconomically not deſporically over his 
wife and childrea, Byt what is this to Civill Canorameat? In 
the new Teſtament (tar 1 the brieter paſy over this head,in re- 
gard it harh been (@ copiguſly treazed upon by thoſe under 
whale ppofclſiag ir falles, and that it doth not immediari 
canduce $0 my dejigne) the prigcipall hach heea che 228% 2er" 
of Chriſt and his complyaoce wich Civyill powers, which cer- 
tainly if he had heen difpoſtd te have reſiſted, he could as 
ealily have oycrebraqwn, as with a few cards whip the byyers 
and ſellers ayt of the Temple. By bee rhax was the wiſdome 
of his Farher, rather chought fir xa build pp his Kingdom, 
which is gever carthly,nor knawn of men af fartſyln mecknes 
and abedience ta civil powers; which are perpetually changed 
and hurried at the will of the firſt maver, agherwiſe he wopld 
never have cancerved himſelf i@ much in giving dyes 10 Cg/ar, 
and to Gad, what is Gads ; jntimacing the ditinf gbedien- 
ccs owing by all men as Chriſtiggs and Citizens, when grant- 
ing Monarchy,the maſt and the gnelyLawfullGGoyernmens la 
every one knawerhthat koowerh apy thing of the Roman ftq- 
ry, that Auguftns had no more Title to rharGovernment,chen 
apy of thoſe over whom he uſurped, and chat his acceſle ro 
Government was as fraudulent and violent as cold be.  Ang- 
ther is che nyitaking of the word PaWers Svrgpni, when its 
cleargche Scripture ſpeaketh of it in a latitude, 85 extending it to 
all eſtablſhed Governments. Nozy men bave falfly aſumed that 
thaſe powerswere only meang of Kings; Saha by an Ingilexes: 
collagion of the places.of the old, and yighear reſtings of oth 
of the new, they perfected the other grand myllake,whuch figee 
it hath bcen already cleared up ( and aswe {aid is br callaterall 
with us far the preſens) weſhall no furcher mention. As for 
the alleadged examples and and ſpeeches of primnye rames, I 
ſee not much in them cont Phan 4 far chough infurreRions a- 
gainſt Prigces £33908 be piggyc'6,or ragher mych is (4d againſt 
k 
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them; we are to conſider,that the Goſpel of Chriſt (which was 
at that time not much defiled by the world) ingages not to any 
Domination, but wholly taken up with its own «xtafies, ſpirt- 
tual delights & expectarions,negieds all other affairs a; ſtrange 
and dangerous. Ard moteover(though I know what hath been 


ſaid to the contrary) I cannot finde(after conſideration of thoſe 


Ages) any probable ground how,if they would have riſen, they 
cou'd have Bodied. They were indeed numerous, but then they 
had Legionaries among chem, & who knows not:what an incf- 
feual thing a People 1s (be it never ſo delirous) when over- 
awed by the Soldateſque : And they were a People (as great- 
neſs to God and man 1s different)not for their worldly power 
(for how few conſiderable Commanders were Converted in 
the firſt Apes ?) but out of his own choice, fo that it was not 
ſtrange,if they could not do much. For Go1 as he choſe the 
weakeſt means in the planting of the Goſpel, Fiſhermen ; So, 
in the Primitive propagation he called the weaker men,though 
Chriſtianity Sa grew ample and Auguſt , and Kings 
were proud to give their names unto it. 

As for the Fathers (granting them free of their many Ba- 
ſtardizations,interpellations, and all thoſe Errors and uncer- 
tainties which the proceſs of time and fraud of men hath 
foyſted into them) they are to be accepted as Witneſſes, not 
as Judges, that is to ſay,they may prove matter of Fat, but 
none of their words matter of Right, eſpecially if we conſi= 
der their writings either as Homilies, Commentaries, or con- 
troverſies, which are ever directed to another end then this is, 
and they rhemſelves(men ſecluded from' Buſineſs ) are ſo much 
more unable to judge and reſolve Civill controverſies (as this 
is) in regard the unhappineſs of the latter Times hath produ- 
ced many controverſies not known or thought of in their days, 


which falling direaly under their profeſsion,cannor receive any 
light or Authority from them. 


Having conſidered Kingſhip , how well it hath appeared 


through the falſe lights of the underſtanding , we ſhall now 
confider, whether (taking it by it ſelf ) its toundations being 


laid upon a'Cylender or upon a Baſe, and-this me thinks we 
are the likelieſt to do, 1f we conſider them in their rights and 
uſes, 
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uſes, or to ſpeak plainer ; in their Legality and policy, ſo that 
if we finde that none of the wayes of the retaining of their : 
Crowns can be Authentical ſave one,and that one make againſt 
them, we ſhall inde we have no ſuch juſt cauſes of blinde 
adoration or jmplicite enforcement ro truckle under any of 
their Commands. And if again we diſcover that the Govera- 
ment it ſelf is not ſo profitable as to the ends of Civil happi- 
neſs, but rather Diametrically oppoſite to it, we may ſuppoſe 
that men are either ſtrangely obſtinate, or elle they might era- | 
dicate an crror,which not onely offers ſo many' prejudices to j 
their underſtanding, but hath ſuch an evil influence upon their '*, 
out ward well being. | WF: Io 
We have then to conſider,that for O»e man to rule over Many, Ef 
there muſt neceſſarily be ſome right, though ir be but colour- 
able ; for cither he muſt be choſen by the people as their Ar- 
bitrator and Supream Iudge, or elſe he muſt by force of Arms 
invade them, and force them to obedience, which he by force 
preſerving for his Sons or Succeſſors, makes way for a third 
claim, which is Inheritance. A. fourth, ſome have invented, 
though were it real, .it is but a difference of the laſt, and 1 
therefore ſhall mention it under that head. But to the Con- 
{ideration. 

Firſt therefore Ele&ion, ſuppoſing the people cither finding 
themſelves unable xo weyld their own happineſs, or for pre- 
venting of diſorder, make choice of one to be ſet over them, it 
here inltantly followeth, that Authority is in the people, and 
flowing from them ; for choice argues a power, and being cho- 
ſen and cleed, a ſubordination to it,in the end,I mean, though 
not in every At. Now there is none choſen but for fome end, 
or for ſome intentions reciprocal bet wixt both partyes, for 
otherwiſe ſuch a choice were but dotage, and confequently in- 
valid:Now thus it will follow that thoſe who pretend to King 
it upon this Topick, muſt either ſhew a formal EleRion, which 
I think many Kings are not able to do, or if he can ſhew one, 
the Conditions and ends for which he was choſen. Now 21! 
parts being either implicite or explained , ler him produce the 
Covenant,that it may be ktown whether he govern according eo 


t0.it or not, for if he tranſgreſſerh,he forfeits, and che other 
; Aſc 
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are diſobliged. If che agreement be unwrieten or incentionnl, 
either party is relatively tweed, and then if he do any thin 
againſt the welfare of 'the people (that Sowervign Law © 
end of all Goverameat) The people may 'not onely juſtly 

poſe the forraet <ap ulation broken, but even-endeavorr, 
by what poſsible means they can, to reftarethemſebres to their 
former rights 3 for why ſhould the making of a Compatt pre- 
judice any when-it-is-ovce broken; And here.comerh is ano- 
ther fatlacy,which the Aﬀertors of Royaity haverſo flouriſhel 
with, The in agreementbetwern-a-people.antl one man;ſhould 
inuregas Sugli/b Lawyers termne it;ro his Defcendants, when us 
it is to be conſidered, that the people choofingof one-man,'is 
commonly inconfideration of this perſon and prrfonal merits, 
which noc-being-the ſame in' fs Son (28 commonly Families m 
theHormon are inthe 'Meridizn, 'th= 'Founders being braver 
then any that-follow after them) that very:mrent is-fruftrared 
and ceaſeth, i and the Peopte providing forthe happineſs of mn 
fewyears, which «te .determinable ' with uncerraiity - of "the 
l3tzer-part of thehife of one man, 'run gr mo gcnthgre their 
poſterity «ito an 'cternal convenience (for mg they 
know) of bad-Governours; neirher if pong Hor nd 
ſo formally 2gree with him that in regard of his merics or Fe- 
katy of actions, bis Son thowld be received in'thar plave, tyct 
would they.net Jo at, 'that-very pat 'expiring:wich the bife of 
either : For my Father msylexve 'mre. notionatlyn flave im © 
Tenure (athing fraquently with our Anceſtors) -oras'Civiti- 
ans forma Feodery, which I amrcoment with, in refpe& df 
the edvantage it brings me, or beomidwy :opnetace is: tos 
lace to-be independent,and therefore I:thitik-it good prudence = 
to de ſheltered wader the proton of the preater,bur my wn< 
wal Liberty, thats to fay, -co mKkeany life as juſtly happy 
3nd ad vantagious to meas I'can, he can momore give iavvey 
from me thei! my underftxriding or cye-light, for theſe arepre- 
viltedges which God and 'Natare- hach endued mewwith, all 
theſe I tannor be denyed, bur 'by him chat will:deny-me a'beimp. 
Bur to:$0 on, Sappoſe'a: ſecond Generation ſho#.1d ;accopt' the ? 
Son; anda rhird « Grandfirezyet thisconfirms'nota fourrh;anll 
they very-impolitiekly ftrengohon und. confirm” the power by | 


CON- * 
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continuance, and in a manner with their own hands lay..the 


oundation of abſoluteneſs. ; their Governvugs themlelves 


| = *4 


growing in Intereſts,ncrealing ir! Aliances andgleaging Foxces, 
toj4r is yey improbable but.withia a licele, they,prow too big 
ang: formadable, ang leave, nothing of the, Liberty ,ſave the 
name and.(ifthey be leſs cunning).not that A pertinent. cx- 
ample of this, it is 10 nearus, thati cannor paſs it, we ſee iq 
young Orerge and the LoW Comnries at this day, who conti- 
nuing his Progenitors for their ſignall ſervices, and: him for 
theirs,. a1c now puniſhed, for their generops and indifcrect re- 
yvarding of. vertue, that their Liberty, yyas lately bloyvn .up 
before they well-perceived it to. be undermine3, and they are 
at charge to maintain{their own oppreſsior!, As for that for- 
mall ele&ion and ſtipulation, whodees not vvhat a vain and. ri- 
diculopus cheat it is, they coming, vvith ſwords in their bands 
io demand. the Sceprer of : a weak . and ſtupid. multicude that 
appears onely to gaze upon'the'Ceremonies, and whole refuſal 
were incffſetual ; bur it is a gracious piece of the Caball of 
T yrannie to deccive the Pcople with Shadows, Fantaſmes,and 


names of Liberty. —_ - | 

. . As forthoſe that intrude in by force ,; they cannot certainly 
have a Fore-head ro infer. a right, they being bur as the Pyrar 
ſaid toeAlexander, publique and more magnificent Robbers: 
certainly theſe are the Nimrods , the great Hunters, God's 
ſcourges, and the burdens of the Earth ; and whether they be. 
Founders of Empires, :ox,great Capta.ns { as Boccalins, diftin- 
guiherth them.) ought ratherco be. remembred with horror 
and deteltation , then that undue reverence which-they com- 
monly mcet with, £ 

- But theſe are they that lay t!'c foundations of Succeſſion, 
and from theſe do the Succeſlors claim, and enjoy with the leſſe 
relutancie. Becauſe the Regret of 'the. violences and hate of 
the firſt,dayly weares out; whether it be by the continuance of 
Peace, that charmes men into a love of eaſe, or rhat.the conti- 
nuance of flavery enfeebles:their mindes;that they rather choſe 
ro look at their preſent-enjoyments., then reall happineſle , ſo 
that it is not ſtrange'if the Perſon of their-opprefior become in 
time adorable, and he himſelf think that.confirmed and j _ 

C c 
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ed to him in the proceſle of time,whichin the beginning he had 
no right to. But if he will conſider the buſineſſe a little higher, 
we might finde that fince neither the People (as we have pro- 
ved before) have power to make themſelves Vaſſals , nor the 
Intruders themſelves cannot pretend any juſt title ; their Do- 
mination is meerly illegal,and apt to be ſhaked off with the firſt 

- conveniencie, it being every whit as equitable, that theſe men 
ſhohld be judged Enemies of mankinde -, and condemned 
to-dye the death of Parricides for uſurping 2 power. , as 
Nero for miſ-uſing it. But 1 would fain ask thefe Regiow De- 

fenders,by what Law they can maintain Governments,to be in- 
hereat in one,and to be tranſmirted to his Off-ſpring? If they 
fay, by the Law of God, I would again demand how they can 
make this Law appear to me ? If they ſay, that the Scripture 
holds forth the right and facreity of Kings , I ask them again, 

How they know that God cxtends that OO and antho- 
rity to this King; if they ſay, that he is involved in the general 
right, they do but run into the Circle ; unlefle they can ſhow 
me, that all his approaches eo Government were regular , and 
ſuch as God was pleaſed with, or elſe God had by ſoine figne 
and wonder declared his approbation of him; for without theſe 
two,they muft make God an Author of evil, which is impious, 
and pretend Commiſion for an unlawful AR; and by the ſame 
right,any other may to an aRtion never ſo unjuſt , it being no 
unuſual thing to borrow the face of Divinity, even upon ſome 
foul impoſtures, (as to forbear further inſtances) Numa his 
conference with £geri, $cipso*s retirement into the Capitol, 
and Sertortos his white Hart. wn 

Now they pretend the Law of Nature,they muſt demon- 
ſtrate unto us, both that ihe endowed men with unequal free» 

dome, 2nd that.ſhe ſhap'd out ſuch a marrto rule, whereas it 
appears on the contrary,chat all men naturally arc equal: for 
thoug" Nature with a'Noble variety hath made different the 

Features and Lincaments of men, yet as to freedome, till it be 
loſt by ſome. external means, ſhe hath made every one alike, 
and given them the ſame deſires. But ſuppoſe ſhe had inten- 
ded ſuch a Family for Government, and had given them ſome 
uloftrious marks, as weread of ſome had ( whether by the 

imagr- 


——M 
-” b-” 
9 FE - | 
i Migination of their mothers, orby deceit )- yet thee ryould 
Nature fall-into a double ircegularſty ; firſt in deſerting her 
.method in making all free;and ſecondly in making her general 
work mecrly ſubſervient , and ſecondary to her particular, 
which how contrary it is to that beautiful harmony of hers, 1 
need not much inſiſt. /Now if they fay. ,- they are Fathers of 
the People x as for that which they call themſelves the Heads, 
inferting the People no more then a trunk, it's onely Mcta- 
phorical,and proves nothing : for they muſt remember, that 
finceFather hatha Correllative upon which itdepends,and up- 
on whoſg removal it vaniſhes, they themſelves cannot bring a- 
.ny ſuch; for by Phyſical procreation they wil not offer it, And 
for Metzphorical dependence it will come to nothing, we ſee- 
.ing.Pcople languiſh when their Princes arc fulleſt;and like Lee- 
ches,rather willing to burſt then to fall off And on the con- 
trary,the People upqn the-removal of a Prince, cheerful and re- 
lieved. - -Now if:chere,were ſneh a ſici& union. between theſe 
two,ſuch a.contrariety,and. antipathy could neyecr appear: for 
certainly when any two perſons endesvor to gain one upon an- - 
other,there is an enmity whar ever is pretended; beſides, if 
theſe-men would be Fathers ,” it were then their duty ro do 
like Fathers, which.is,ro provide for, defend and cheriſh, 
whereas on the contrary, it is themſelves that eat the bread 
out of the mouths of their Children,and through the groans 
of the poor. And whereas ffattery hath ſaid, that what they 
draw up in vapours, they ſend down in ſhowres, yet are we 
ſure,ſuch are for the moſt part unfruicful , if not omineus 
and infetious -: If they pretend the Law:of Nations, it were 
wel,they would declare untg,us at firft, what this Lavvis, , 
and vvhether generally agreed oa'or no by Nations : if they 
fay, yes,they muſt reſolve yyherher explicitely or implicitely ; 
if they ſay the former, let them produce them ; if the latter, 
they muſt demonſtyate,thar all Natians are agreed in ſuch and 
ſuch Notions ; nowv.if all meg;of theſe Nations ſince revery 
one, mnſt - be of equall capacity ;-vvhett ion the: contrary, 
though the nuderſtandings ef moſt men -vvhomvve; knovv 
or have converſed vvith, ſeem to flee to ſome generall. Ma- 
ximes ( yet unpoliſhed, anyones. » and unmethodized ) 
2 yet 


' yer:vve ſee many Nations 'diftermg 
- which we think clearly, fundamentally and naturally-erue, 'net-" 
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mg from ts in mary things, 


ther do climate, and education onely ſo diyerſific the mindeg 
of men, but even their underſtandings, and.the' differctit 
ways of thinking fo diſtinguiſh them, though of oneCoi- 


' rroy;! that though wemay pleaſe our ſelves in*thinking that 


all mens thoughts follow the Fantaſtieal methvd of ours, yer 
we might finde, if we were perfe&ly converſant with all 
men of the world, and vvell read in their vvits (as vve arc 
not vyith half of them, no, nor any one' man vvith rhe 
ryventieth pare) chat there are ſcarce four or five ations 
yvould be univerſally received. Novy (for Thave been rhe 
longer in this, by reaſon that this imaginary Lavy Hath been 
ſo held up by the Civilians , and made the ſubretfupe of To 
many conſiderable diſputes) if 1t be ſo weak as that we can 
ſcarce tell whether it be or no, 'for eveir that which we 
account the moſt ſacred peice of it (the viokation of publique: 
Meſſengers, the Tartar and Mrſcovite,' unleſs withheld by 
fear, break it every day) Whatare the Arguments deduRed 
from it ? or if there were ſ;ch a Law, what wouldic avail 
ſuch a particular man, for wl:y ſhould'other Nations impoſe 
a Governor where they are not concerned ;. and if they pre- 
tend chis Law, as to the preſervations and impunity of their 
perſons, the ſame Anſwer will ſerve again, with'this additi- 
on, That they make an offender -uncapable of puniſhment, it 
is but to give them a Commiſſion to offend : Now if rhey 
run upon that diſtintion of Suſpending onely,and not puniſh- 
ing (as if forſooth this 'kinde of people' muſt be preſerved, 
though by the ruine' of mainkinde; to immediate vengeance) 
Now, I tay, Thar 'Suſpentioh 4s really a4 puniſhment, and 
if his demerits can'deferve that, -I ſee not but that npon a 
proportionable increaſe, they may defer ve Dethronization'or 
Neath, as clearly, as two and'two make forr; and four and 
four- make ecishe. : If they: alledge Poſitive ' or municipal 
Laws,and number \Homagpes, they are not much the nearer, 
ſince that all ſuch Exws being but Rivulers and Branches of 


thoſe we before examined ; and fince we found that thoſe 


ſpeak ſo little in their favor, that which theſe do, cannot fig- 
nifie 
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nifie- much,. cſpecially.fince Princes, who are ever watchful to 
prevail themſelves of all occaſions of. rhis nature, can cither 
by terror or artifice draw aſſemblies of the major part to 
their own Lure ; nay, even the worſt of them have not for- 
got. to be ſoliritous in this caſe, but ir muſt be ſet down, 
That whatſoever poſitive Lawsare repugnant to thoſe gene- _ 
rals, they are injurous, and ought to be repealed : Aud truly 
it is a {ad obſervation, that as Monarchs grow , either out 
of the weakne(s of Government,and (as I may ſay) pupillage, 
as Romndus and T beſens did at Rome.and eAthens, or elſe out 
of the diſeaſe or deprevation of them, as {2/ar gan invaded 
Rome, ſo:have the people been never more enamiored of them, 
then when manners were at the higheſt corruption, which ever 
gave acceſs of ſtrengrh-co them ; nor have they more deſtaſted 
them, chen when their Spirits and Diſcipline were the moſt 
brave and healthful ; fo fatally diſagreeing are true Liberty, 
which is che very ſource bf. Yertue and .Generofity, and the 
impotent Domination of a fingle Tyrant ,- who' commonly 
Raign: by no ocher means, chen che diſcords of braver Citi- 
zens, who can neither 1adure Equality or Superiority among 
themſelves, and rather admit a general! Vaſlalage, then juſt 
equality, or .the vices of che baſer, ' which: reconcile them 
and concern them-in a'bad example. *, But ſuppoſe Succeſsion 
a. thing ſacred - and inviolable, yet once 'break' and interrupt 
ir, it is little worth, either the Uſurper being. to be acknow- 
ledged regular, or the whole Series daſh'd our of order : Nay, 
we ce Afpirers themſelves, either ſo blinded with their pre- 
rences, or with animoſity, fo crying their own up, that it is 
almoſt-impoſible for. any; [private judgement to do right in 
this cafe, they themſelves thwarting one another, and it not 
being in the power of nature that both ſhould be right : But 
who can inſtance one Monarch, whoſe Crown is come to him 
by untainted Succeſsion?and what Hiſtory will not confirm the 
Example, I ſhall anon bring : Certainly rhough Succeſsion 
were athing that had not ſo little reaſon or being, yer 1 ſee 
not why m en ſhould with ſuch a ſtrange perttnacy defend It : 
Matters of Goverament ought to be governed by prudence, 
but this.is to put them into the hands of Fortune, 'vvhen'a 
we of C 3 Childe 
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Childe uncapable or infirm, under the Regiment. of a Nurſe, 
muſt (polsibly) be Supreame Governor, and thoſe' vvhom ©- 
ther their Abilities or Vertues fit for it, Subordinate or laid 
aſide : But vvhart if the perfon vvhom Neceſsity hath ſet at the 
Stern, be uncapable, Lunatick, Weak or Vicious, 1s not this a 
00d vvay to prevent Controverſies ? vvith all this enervates, 
all z00d Councel, vvhen a King ſhould have! need of Tutors, 
and that a mals of people ſhould :/be commanded by one 
vvho commands not himſelf, and vvhen vve ſcarce obey 
even excellent Princes, to adore Shadovvs and vveak 


QNES-» | | | 
1. As for Boxhorrims diſtinftion of ſucceſſive, wherein the 
next Heir muſt neceſſarily ſucceed out of the Original right 
of the former, I would ask him, whether the Predeceflor were 
a Poiſeflor or uſufruftuary ; if the former, all our former Ar- 
guments fall on him ; if the latter, it makes not for his Suc= 
ceffor, the people being owners ; and beſides, the diſtinRionis 
one of his own Ccyning; never pretended before, upon«the 
firſt controverſie it 1s invalid, although the fir fouuder had a 
right, as we have proved the contrary: | 

Having with what brevity I could, brought to an end my 
M#t intention. I ſhall now fall upon the ſecond, which is the 
intrinſicall yalue and expediency of this Government, and 
ſome little compariſon with others, but hercin we ſhall be 
ſhort, and onely ſo far as concerns this : And indeed it is a bu- 
ſineſs ſo tickliſh,that even Mr. Hobs in/his & C5v5, though he 
aſſured himſelf that the reſt of his Book (which is principally 
erected to the aſſertion of Monarchy) is demonſtrated, yet he 
doubts whether the Arguments which he brings to. this buſi- 
neſs be ſo firm or no ; And Malvezzs contrarily remonſtrates 
(in his diſcourſes upon Tacirss) that Optimacies are clearly 
better then Monarchys, as to all advantages. - And indeed if 
we look on their Arguwents, they arc either Flouriſhes, or 
meerly Conceptions, ſuch as are the reference and perfe&ion of 
anUnity, whictrmuſt needs work better and more naturally, as 
one ſimple cauſe (beſides that it ſtiils and reſtrains all other 
claims) then many co-ordinate, whereas they never conſider 
that though among many joyng Cauſes, there may be ſome 
Tt jc jarring, 


re 
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jarting, yet like croſs wheels in an Engine, they tend to the 
cepulation of the whole ; What violent miſchiefs are broughs 
:n by the contentions of Pretenders , Ambiguitics of Titles, 
and lawleſs ambition of Aſpirers, whereas in a ſerled Repub- 
lique all this is clear ; and in caſe any particular man afpire, 
chey know whom to joyn _ and puniſh as a Common 
Enemy. As for that which alledges the advantage of fecrefi 
in buſineſs, it carries not much with ic, in reguard that under 
that even moſt pernicious deſigns may be carryed on ; and for 
wholſome counſels (Bating ſome more nice TranſaRons) it 
matters not how much they be toſt, among thoſe who are ſo 
much entruſted and concern'd in them, allcroſs Deſigns being 
never in probability ſo feeble and incffeRual, as when there 
are many eyes to over look them, and yoyces to defery 
them» . As for that. expedition in which: they ſay Nonarchs 
are ſo happy, it may as well further a bad intention, as give 
effec to a jult Councel, it depending of the judgement of a 
ſingle man, to whoſe will and ends all muſt refer ; whereas' a 
ſelet number of Entruſted perſons may haſten every oppor- 
tunity with a juſt lowneſs as well as they, though indeed 
(unleſs it be in ſome Military Critical minuits) I ſee not ſuch 
an exccllency in the ſwiftaeſs of heady diſpatch , precipitation 
in Councels being ſo dangerous and Ominous. , As for what 
concerns private Suitors, they may as (if not more) ſpeedily 
and effetually be anſwered in ſtaid Re-publiques, as in the 
Court of a King, where Bribery and unworthy Favorites do 
not what is juft, but what is deſired. | 

With theſe and many others as conſiderable, which: partly 
willingly, and partly in the penury of Books, forgetringly TL 
paſs, do they intend to ſtrengthenſ this fantaſtical and ayric 
building ; bnt as fly Controverters, many times leave out the 
principal Texts or Argument , becauſe ſhould it be produc'd, 
it could not be ſo caſily anſwered ; ſo theſe men tell us all the 
advantages of Monarchy, ſuppoſing them ſtill well ſerled; and 
under men vertuous, but you ſhall never here them talk of it, 
in Stats corrupto, under lewd Kings and unſettled Laws ; 
they never let fall a word of the dangers of Inter-reigns, the 
minorities and vices of Princes, Miſgovernments, evil —_ 

| cels 
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cels, Ambirions, ;Ambiguities of Titles, and the *Animofitics 
and Calamities that follow them, the neceffary Injuſtices and 
Oppreſlions by wh:ch Monarchs (uſing the peoples wealth 
and hlood agawſt chem) hold chem falt 1nthe-r kts, and by 
ſome ſuſpenluon of Divine Juſtice dye not violently. © * 
Whereas other Governments Are eſtabhſhed agatſt'l theſe 
evils, being ever of vigor and juſt-age ſerled in their own tight, 
freed from pretences,{crved by experenc'd and enraged Coun- 
.cels R and (as nothing under the Moon is perfeR) {ometimes 
gaining and advantag'd in their Controverſies,' which have 
not ſeldom (as we may {ce-in old Rome) brought *forth- good 
Laws and Augmentations of Freedom ,wheress once deelming 
from the purity and vigor ; and (which is the «ffe& of that) 


raviſhtby an Invader, chey languiſh- ina bruciſh ſervicude |: 


{Monarchy bring truly .a diſezſe: of Government) and like 


Slaves, ſtupid with haribneſs and contiuance of Slavery, wax ' 


old under it, tilk-chey cither arrive at that peirod which God 


preſcribes to all people and Goveraments, or clſe better Stars | 
and Nephews awaken-them out of that Lerhargy, and reſtore | 


them. co their Priſtiac Liberty, and its Daughter . hap- 

Pineſs. Be rv | 
But this is but eo.converſe inNotions, wandring-and ill abſtra& 
from things, let.us now. deſcend into praQtical obfervation, and 
clearly manifeſt our of the whole Series of Time and ARions, 
What circumſtances & events havecither uſher'd or dog'd one 
race of Kings, That if there were-all the juſtice in the world, 
that the Government of a Nation ſhould be entailed upon one 
Family, 'yct. certamly we could not. grant it'te ſach an'one, 
whoſe Criminal lives and formidable deaths, have been evi- 

dences of Gods wrath upon it for ſo many Generations. 

And ſince no Countrey that I know, yields ſuch an-iHuſtrous 
example of this as Scotland does, ani 'itimiy tbe's charity to 
bring in eq _the way ſuch as are miſled; 1 have'pitched vpon 
the Scottiſh Hiſtory; wherein as 1 have onely confillted their 
own Authors, as my fitteſt witnefles in this caſe ; So have I 
(nor as a,juſt Hiſtory, but. as far as concerns this- purpoſe / 
faithfully and as far as the thing would perniit, withour-glofſes 
repreſented it, ſo that any calm- underſtandins 'may reduce, 
| that 
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that the vengeance which at the preſent 1s level['d againſt the: 


> 0s bur 7 AN rhe ſop,& thae. 


wefent Fcems's, Clog among his. 
Frogs Jud ſuffer them to play about him; yer God will ſuffer 


him: if he Engliſh Army prevent not)to turn $rork and devour 
thew, while their crys ſhall not” be: heard, as thoſe that (in 
diſpight of rhe warupg ot Providence,,and light of their own 
reaſons, for their own corrupt Iotereſt ahd greedy Ambition) 
brought theſe miſeries upon themſelves: 


| Theinſtance out of the | 
SCOTTISH HISTORY, 
Whith is the 
SxconDd Parr. 


VSPSF Nd now we come to our main buſineſs, 

$a) which is the review of Story, wherein 
Ye we may tinde ſuch a direR and un-inter- 

{ rupted Series, ſuch mutual Endearments 
between Prince and People, ſo many of 
them crowned with happy Reigns and 
quiet Deaths (two together ſcarce dying 


nuturally) chat we may conclude, that they have not onely 
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the moſt reaſon, but a great deal of excellent Intereſt, who © 


Eſpouſe the Perſon and Quarrel of the hopeful Deſcendant 


of ſucha Family ; nor,ſhall we be ſo injurious to the glory | 


of a Nation, proud with a Catalogue of Names and Kings, © 


as tO expunge a great part of their number ; though ſome 
who have done it, affirm, There can be no probability that 


they had ary other being then what Hef&or Boyes, and the *' 
black Book of Paſl-y (out of which Buchanan had moſt of © 


his -marerizls *) bctween them, there being no mention of 


the name of Scot 1n any Authentick Writer, till Four hun- - 


dred years after Chriſt : No, we ſhall no more envy theſe 
old Heroes unto them, then their placing th2 red Lyon in 
the Dexter point of cheir Eſchutcheon : But though we 
might injuſtice rejzeR them as Fabulous and Monkiſh, yet 


ſince themiclves acknowledge them, and they equally make © 
1 


againſt them, we ſhall run them over like veritable 


ſtory : 


The firſt of this bleſſed race was Fergus, firſt General, and 
afterward got himſelf made King, but no ſooner caſt away on 
the 


Aw when Aero ei aa bn 


(25) | 
the coaſt of Ireland, but 2 contention ariſes about the validi- 
ty of their Oath to him, and Uncles are appointed to- fuc- 
eced 'in'caſe of minority of Sons, and then they” after his 
death to ſucceed, which argues it EleRtive; 10 Fentbaris 
Brother to Ferg 15 King , but his Nephew enters a Conſfpi- 
racy againſt him, forces him to religne and flie to the: Iles, 
vyhere he dyed. Ferithars dying foon after, 'vvas fufpeRt- 
ed ro be poiſoned: after him comes in Atais (Fergus (e- 
cond fon, vvho. vvith his ſons Dernadila reigned quierly fifty - 
ſeven years. But Rewthey his ſon, not being of age, the pro- 
ple make his Uncle Nythat take the Governmeny but he mif- 
ruling, Rhewther, by the help of one Doxalns, raiſed a party - 
againſt him and beheads him ; makes himſelf King vvith in- 
dignation of the People thar he was not eleed,ſo that &y the 
kindred of Norhat he is fought with ,” taken and difplaced, 
but afterward makes a party and regains : His ſon Therens 
was too-yourig, fo-that his Brother Rbhewtha ſucceeded, but 
after ſeventcen years was glad to refipne. Well, Therens 
raigns, but after fix years declines to ſuch lewdneſs that they 
force him to flie, and govern by a Proxex after his death ; 7o- 
on = Brother, ;and his Son Finas are Kings, arid quietly 
ye 19: 4 | | 

But then comes Durſh,one who ſlaycs all the Nobility at a 
Banguetr, and is by the People ſlajn 3 after his death the vali- 
dity of the Oath to Fergs is called in queſtion; and rhe 
cleRtive power vindicated; but at length Ever his brother is 
admitted, who though be ruled yaliantly and well, yet he 
had'Giltws a baſtard Sor, Pafer  Regns Cupides The next 
of the lmearetwo Twins'D «cham 2nd Dorgat! (ſons of 
Dwrff) they whilethey diſputed of priority of age, ate by 
the arrifice of -Gillus /14in #n the 1#1mwlt; who makes aſtrong 
party and fertfing of x Hold, ſayes'he was made Syperviſor 
b; his Father; ahd fo becomes King, cuts off albtherace of 
Dwfr, but is after forced ont of the Kingdom, and taken by 
Even the ſecond his Succeſſor ( who was choſen by the Peo- 
ple } and by him pur to death in” /reland : after Ever comes 
"Baer 7 after Eder, his ſon Ever the third, who for makimg 
a Law,that the Nobilfty ſhould have the enjoyment of allnew 
oP married 


(26) 
- married women before they were touched by their husbands, 
- was doomed to priſon during his life, and there ftrangled; his 
Succeffor was his Kinſman JMeteilan ; after whom was 
ele&ed { aratac, whom his brother Corbret ſucceeded 3 bat 
then came Dardan (whom the Lords made take on inim the 
Government, by reaſon of the no''age of Corbrets fon) who 
for his lewdneſs was taken by the People and beheaded: * 

After him { #rbret the ſecond, vyhoſe Son Lattac for his 
levvdneſs was by the People put to death ; then vvas elected 
Meogald, vvho following his vitious Predeceflors ſteps, found 
his death-like theirs, violent. 

His Son Coz4r one of the Conſpirators againſt him ſuc- 
ceeded , but miſ-governing, vvas clapt in Priſon and there 
dyed. | 

E thodews his Siſters ſon ſucceded, who was {lain in the 
night in his Chamber by his Piper. | 

His Son being a Minor, Sazracl his brother vvas accepted, 
vyho ſecking to place the ſucceſsion in his ovvn line, grevy 
ſo hatefull ro the People, that not daring to come abroadghe 
was ſtrangled in the utght by his own ſervants, which made 
way for the youngcſt Brother, 

Donald, who out-did the others vices by contrary vertues, 
and had a happy raigi of one and twenty years. 

Ethedim the ſecond, Son of the firſt of that name was next, 
a dull un-aRtive Prince, Familiarum tumulty ecciſm. 

His Son «Mthirco promiſed fair, but deceived. their expe- 
Aations with moſt horrid lewdneſs, and at length vitiated the 
daughters of Nathaloc a Nobleman, and cauſed them to be 
whipt before his eyes, but ſeeing himſelf ſurrounded by Con- 
ſpirators, cluded their fury with his own ſword ; his Brother 
and Children being forced to flie to the Pits : Nathaloe turn- 
ing his injury into awbition made himſelf King, and governed 


i 
——_— for he made moſt of | the Nobility to be ſtrangled, 
under the pretence of calling them to Councell, and was after - 


ſlain by his own ſervants. | 

Afﬀter.his death, Athirc o*s children vvete called back, and 
Findor hs ſon, being of excellent hopes, accepted ; who made 
good rvhat bis youth promiſed ; hg beat in ſundry Bartels 
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* Dvxald the Wander , -vvho ſeeing 'he could not prevail by 


force, ſent tvvo, as Renegadoes, to the King, vvho (being 
not accepted) conſpire vvith his Brother, by vvhoſe means 
one of them levy h:m vvith a hunting ſpear vvhen he yyas 
a huntivg. 

His brother Donald ſucceeds (the youngeſt of the three) 
vyvho abour to revenge his Brothers death, hears the WMlander 
is centred M4urray : vvhom he encountring with unequal for- 
ces, is taken priſoner with thirty of the Nobility, and whe- 
ther of gricf, or his vvounds, dyes in Priſons 

The Iſlander, that had before aflumed the name, novy aſ- 
ſumed the povyer (the Nobles, by reaſon 'of their kindred 
priſoners, being overavved) this man wantivg nothing of 
an exquiſite Tyrant, was, after tvyelve years Butcherics, {lain 
by (raatedinth ſon of Finder, yvho under a fdiſguiſe found 
addreſs and opportunity. The brave Tyrannicide vvas uriver- 
fally accepted, and gave no cauſe of repentance, »—"ouk. is 
famous, for a War begun betvveen the Scors and Ps about 
2 Dog (as that betvveen the Trojans and Italians for a vyhite 
Hart) and the defe&t on of Carauſims from Diocleſian vvhich 
happened in his time. | 

His Kinſman Fyncormach ſucceeded, worthy of memory 
for little bur the piety of the Cxldys (an order of Religious 
men of that 'time overborn. by others ſucceeding) hee bet 
dead, three ſonnes of his three brothers contended ; Newark 
as the eldeſt ſtrengthned by his alliance with the Pri&s, with 
their aſſiſtance ſeized on it ,- forcing others to fly, but proving 
cruell,the Nobility conſpi'd and flew him. 

eAnguſian,another pretender,ſucceeds who being affil'd by 
Netam King of the Pitts,who came to revenge Komach,rou- 
ted his Army in a pitcht battel, but Netham coming again 
he was roured and both he and Nettham (laine. | 
:Tethelmac, the third pretender came nexr, who beating'the 
Piits,and' waſting their fields ; Herguft when he 'faw there 
could be no advantage by the ſword, ſuborned (wo Pi#s to 
murther him, who drawing to conſpiracy , the Piper that lay 
in his Chamber (as the manner was then) he at the appointed 


time admitted them, and there flew him. 
D 3 The 
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The next was Even ſon of Fincormarc, who wit flain in 2 
Barcell with the Pi@s, to the almoſt extirpation and: bamith- 
ment of the Scors;but at the laſt rhe P#f7s tak ng diftaſte at the 
Romans entred into a fecrer League with the Scoe5, and agreed 
that Fergus, (whoſe, Uncle the laſt King was) b-irg then 
in baniſhment, and of a Military breeding and inclination 
ſhout be choſen King : with him the Danes maintained a 
long War with the Reyenes, and pull'd down the Pitt wall, 
at laſt he and the King of Pits were in one day flam in a bat- 
cell 2g2inſt them;This mans acceſs to Government was ſtrange, 
ig wotu#s Rex ab 1g note pop! 8 ACCET firms; and may be choughe 
temerarious ; he having no Land for his Peopic, and the Ro- 
an Name inimicayl, yet founded he a Monarchy, there ha= | 
ving been Kings ever ſincc ; and we are to note, this is the fill 
man that the ſounder writers will allow to be reall and not fa» | 
bulouss Hint ſucceded his ſon Emgeries (whoſe Grandfather 
Grahame had all the povver) a Warhke Prince whom fome | 
ſay flaiv, forhe dead of a diſeaſe, After him bu Brother Done. | 
gard, who after the ſpending of five ſuperſtitious years, lefr the | 
Crown (as they call t) to his youngeſt Brother Corftantine, 
who from a good private man turn'd a lewd Pririce, and way 
ſlain by a Nabletnan, whofe daughter he had raviſhed ; be was 
ſucceeded by Congall, Conſtantines ſon, who cime a tolerable 
good Prince to a looſe people, and having ſpent ſome two and 
twenty years in (light excurſions againſt the Sax0n:, left the 
| rule to his Brother Goran , yvho notyvithſtanding he made 
| a good Leaguc againſt the Brireamns, vvhich much | conduced 
| to his and the' Peoples ſertlement, yer ehey in requital, after 
| thirty four years, made avyay vvith him ; which t in 
Emngenis; the third of that name, the ſon of Congail, vvho 
Was Rrongly ſuſpcRed to have a handin tis death, infomach = 
that Gorans vvidovy vvas forced toflic inta.[reband: with her | 
children > This mann thirty three years timedid nothing bur 
Reign, and make. ſhort incurfions apon the Borders; he left | 
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the rule to his Brother Congal, a Monaſtical,Superſtitious and 
unaRtive Prince, who, Reigned ten years. Kynnarell his Bro- 
| ther was deſigned for Suctefior, but Adyar the ſon of Goran 
| laid his claime, bnt was content to ſuſpend it in reſpeRof rhe 

| <4 age 
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age andidiſeaſes of X yunatell, which after fanrteen moneths 


took -him/ out of the world and geared the Controverſie, 
and Aydan by the conſent of Columba (a Prieft thar Go- 
verned al{ in choſe dayes ) came $0 be Kiog 3 a man that 
after rhirty four. years turbulently ſpent , being beaten by 
the Saxons and fiouck with the death of Colwwba dygd 
of grief. 

= him was choſen Kennets, who hath left nothing be- 
hinde him bur his name. Then came Hpgenias the fourth, 
ſon of e-AHjaes (ſo irrcgularis the Scots ſuccefbion that we 
fee it invereed by uſurpation or.crols elections in covery two 
vrithree Generanans ) ithis man left an ——_—_ fame, for 
Hotlor, fayes. he was peaceable, the Manvicript implacably 
ſevere, the Reigned freteen years, and lefr his:fon Feroward 
S , 'Who endcavouring to Þeigheen the 'Preragative 
bythe diffentions of the Nobthty, was iep the contrary .im- 
peached by them, :and xalled1o.an aceompr, which he deny- 
mgwas dapr inPriſon, where the himſelf :faved the |Exccu- 
tioner « labour : So _ his PR OP if = 
who'being/caken-up with vhe Piety of (thoſe (Gayes, left no- 
thing «memorable, ſave that dhe a Perſon rhe Scots 
Setmons unto the Saxans : Hewwas followed by his Nephew 
Forcberd, ſon of the. firft of thatmame , athing like a King 
Mm \nothing but his-exorditancies, who-in hunting -was -waun- 
ted by a Wolfe, which caft him'into a Heaver, wherein he not 
obſerving the impoſed Temperance, |brought -upon -bimielf 
the lowhe -diſeaſe-upon : which:difconiforted, 'he was:by che 
afion . of /Colmes (a Religious man) brought our in 
covered with Hair-cloth, where he made ;a (publick 
ment ito 'the People, :and foon after dyed- 


not 


Matliwin , Donalds fon ned 4 _ _ a-twenty 

rs '1 ble Reign was: Oy * is Wife. Enge- 
yn the” Fife  fucceeded |, /fan (:they' ſay.) of King Don- 
xard, though the Chronologie ſeem ito refute it': This :man 
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fpentfive years inflight! tons, and was furceeded -by Ex- 
»w'the Sixt, fon:of Fereband : This mans famous for a 
Tianke lagiagzee the times went ;andthe-prodigic of raining of 
blood ſeven dayes;andall Latirmnis turning into blood, Aw- 
berkelleth 
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berkelleth Nepheiy to ors the Fift , ſucceeded this rude 


Prince , while he was dif@harging the burden of Mlature', was 


flain by an arrow from an unknown hand. Egenims the Sex | 
venth followed, who being attempted by Conſpirators, had his 
new-married Wif- flain in bed belide him ; for which he being 


accuſed, produced the murderers before his tryall,and was ac- 
quitted, and fo cnded the reſt of his 17. years in peace, recom- 
mending unto the People Hfordack, fon of Amber kelleth,who 
continuing a blank raigne,or it may be a happy onezin regard it 
was peaceable,left it toErfyn,ſon of Eugen the 7th; the firſt 
part of his reign® was peaceable ;but Age obliging him. to put 
the Government into the hands of four of his Seryants,ithapy 
ned to him, as it doth to other Princes, whoſe. forrunes decay 


commonly with cheir ſtrength, that ir was very unhappy and. 


turbulent: -Which miſer'es, ': #genixs the Eighth;fon.of ore 
dack reſtrained; bur he ir ſcems, havinga nature fitter, to ap- 
pate tumules, then to enjoy-reft', at the -firſt enjoy ment, of 
peace, broke into-ſuch lewdneſſe; that the Nohily y: at a-meat» 
mg ſtabb'd him , #nd made way for Ferg«:rhe ſon. of Exfyn, 
one ke his PredeceſT:r in manner, death, and continuance of 
reigne,which was three years; the onely difſimilitude was, that 
the latter's Wife brought his death: 3 for:which, others being 
impeached, ſhe ſtepr in and confeſſed ir, and/to elude-puniſh- 
ment,pnnifhed ber ſelf with'a knife. So{nath, ſon of Engeniug 
the E ghth,followed him , who though his gow made him of 
lefſe Action, yet it made his'/prudence more viſible; and; him- 
ſelf not illaudable, his dearth brought in; fFcharw the ſon- of $85 
fyn;whoſe reigne was innobled wich an:/r#ſ6 War, and; -many 
learned men, beſides the aſſiltance, lent 1/*ngw to fight againſt 
the Northambrians,whom he beat in a famons-bacrell,. which 
(if Immay mention the matter.) was preſignitted ro, Hung as in 
a dream; Saint Andvew appearing to-himy and lyring;bim of 
1t.and'in the time of the bartel[,x' white Crofle, (that whichghe 
Heranlds call a Satrier;and we ſee commonly in rhe: Scors5 Ban- 
nets) 'appeared'irrche Sky 7 andrhiwÞEehiik-tochave becn the 
occa{ioh'of thar bearing,aadanorder of Knig hts.of Saint Av- 
areW;ſomerimes n: reputation tm Sor lard, butcextinguhed 
for oughr I can pcrceeive,: before the: time of» Fames the! Sixt, 
| | though 
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though the Collar and Pendent of itare at this day yyorn about 
the Scots Arms. To this man Conga! his Coufin ſucceeded, 
Who'lefr nothing behiude him but fave years to ſtretch out the 
accompr of time. Dongal the ſon of Soluath came next,who 
being of a nature fierce and inſupportable, there was an endea- 
vor to ſer up eAlpine ſon of Achains, which deſigne by Al- 

' pine himſelt was fruſtrated, which'made the King willinger to 
aſfiſt Alps»e in his precention to the Kingdom of Pj&-s, in the 
which attempt he was crowned, and-lete unto e/pixe that 
which he before hai ſo nobly refuſed, who making uſe of the 
former, raiſed ao Army, beat the P:0Zs in many {ignall ViAo- 
ries,but 2t laſt was (lain by them, leaving his name to the place 
of his death,and the Kingdome to his fon Kenneth. This man 
: ſeeing the Peop'e broken with the lace War, and unwilling to 
fight;drew them on by this ſubr 1ry,invites the Nobility to dir:- 
ner,and after plying chem with drink cill midnight, leaves them 
; fleepingon the floor ( as the manner was ) and then hanging 
fiſh skins about the wals of theChamber,and making one ſpeak 
- through a trunk,and ca'l them to War : they waking, aad half 
aſleep, ſuppoſed ſomething of Divinity to be 1n it, and the next 

' * morning not onely conſented ro War,but (ſo ſtrange is deluded 
imagination, ) with unſpeakable courage fell upon the Ene- 
my, and'pur them to the rout : which being confirmed by 0- 
| thergreat Vikoris , vtterly ruined the Pi#t1ſþ Name. This 
: man may be added to the twy Ferguſes, aid truly may be (aid 
to be the Founder of che $c075 Empire, not only ju-making that 
 themiddie of his Dominion, which was once the boands:-: But 
in confirming his acquelts with poo! Eaives, having qpportuni- 
tie of a long peace which was Sixteen years, | his vyhole rime of 
Government . being Tvventy. Thus vvas he that. plac'd that 
Stone, famous for that iiluſory Propheſie ,Ni fallat fatum,) 
 ( vvhich firſt vvas brought out of Spairinto Ireland,and from 
thence to Argyle ) 'at Scown ; vyhere he pur it; in-a Chair, in 
- yvhichall his Succeffors ( till £4ward the Firſt brought it a- 
yvay ) vvere crovyned,and (ince that,all the Kings of Eng/and, 
till the happinefle of our Common-yvealth made it uſelefle: h s 
"© Brother Donald 'vvas his Succeſſor, a man made up of extrea- 
' mitiesof virtues and vices,no man had more braveryin the field, 
E nor 
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gor-more vice at home, vyhich increaſing vvith his years, the 
Nobility put him inpriſon,vvhere cither for fear or ſcorn , he 
put an end to his dayes, leaving behinde him his brother iC ox 
fantime, a man wanting nothing of him but his vices , who 
firug ling with a potent Enemy { for the P:#s had called in 
the Danes) and driving them much into deſpair ( a bravery 
that hath not ſel4ome ruin'd many excellent. Captains ) was 


raken by them, pur into a lirtle Cave , and there ſlain. He 


was ſucceeded by Erhns his brother , who had all his eldelt 
brothers vices , and none of his ſecoads virtues ; Nature it 


feems, making two extreames, and a middle in the three Bre- | 


thren:. This min voluptuous and cowardly, was forced to re- 
ſigne;or, as others ſay , died of wounds received in a Ducll 


from his Succeſlor, who was Gregorixs ſon of Dorgal, who _ 


was not onely an exce/le::t man, but an excellen@ Prince, that 
both recovercd what the others had loſt, and vitoriouſly tra- 
verſed the Northern Countics of Ezglazd, and a-great part of 
Irelaad,yyhoſc King a Minor, and ia his power, he generouſly 
made no advantage of ,. but fettlked his Countrey, and pro- 


vided faichtul and able: Guardians for him. Theſe things - 


juſtly yeeld him the name of Great : Dons/d, ſon of ( 9n- 
ftantine the' ſecond, by his recommendation, ſucceeded in his 
power and vertues, notwithſtanding ſome ſay he was removed 
by -poyſon : Next was Conſtantine the third, ſon of Ethus, an 
unſtable perſon, who alſhſted the Panes, which none of his 
Pred: ceſlors would do, and after they had deſerted him baſely, 
yet yeelded them ſuccors, conſiſting of the chief of the Scots 
Nobility; which with the whole Dainiſh Army were routed 
by the Saxons ; this [truck him ſo, that he retired amongſt 
the Culays (which were as the Greek Calogers, or Romiſh 
Monks at-this day) and there buried himſelf alive :. After him 
was Milcom , ſon of Donald the third, who though a good 
Prince, and well skill'd in the arts of peace, was lain by a 
Conſpiracy of thoſe te whom his vertue was burthenſom : 


His Succeſſor was Fwdw!fe (by what Title I finde not) who! 


hghting with the Danes, that with a Navy unexpectedly 
came into the Frith, was ſlain; Daffe his ſon ſucceed, fa- 
mous for an accidcyt, which if.it be true, ſeems.neaply diſtant 

from 
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from 2 fable ; He was aa? asfflited by a ſwearing diſcaſe, 
by which he painfully languiſt'd, yet: no body could finde the 
cauſe, till at laſt a Girl, that had ſcattered tome words afzer 
rorments, confeſled that her mother and ſome other women, 
had made an Image of waz, which, as it waſted, the King 
ſhould waſte, by iweating much ; the place being diligertly 
ſearched,it was found accordingly; to the Image teing broke, 
he inſtantly recovered : That which diſturbed his five years 
Raign, was the turbulency of the Northern people , whom, 
when he had reduc'd and taken, with intent to make exem- 
plary puniſhment, Donald the Commander of the Caſtle of 
Forreſs, where he then lay, interceded for ſome of them, 'bur 
deing repul'ſt, and exaſperated by his wife, after he had made 
all his ſervants drunken, ſlew himin his bed, and buried him 
under a little bridge (leſt the cutting of turfs might bewray 
a grave) near K:1r0ſs Abbey ; though 'othcrs ſay, he turned 
afide a River,& after he had buried him, ſuffered it to rake it's 
former Channel : C#lex the fon of /nd»ffe, by rhe EleRion of 
Parliament, or Convention of People ſucceeded, good onely 
in his one AQtion of inquiring and puniſhing his Predeceſſors 
death, but afterby the negle& of Diſciphne, and the exquiſit- 
neſs of his vices, became a n:onſter,and to continued thr: e years, 
till being weakned and exhauſted in his body, and vext with 


perpetual diſeaſes, he was ſummonded by theParliamrnt,and,in 


the way, was flain by a Thane (fo they then called Lieutenants 

of Counties) whoſe daughter he had raviſh'd. - 
Then came Kenneth, bro. her ro Diff (though the fore- 
art of his Raign was totally unl ke bis) who being invaded 
y the Danes, beat them in that fatnous battel, which was 
won by three Hays, husbandmen (from whom all the Hays 
pow give three ſhields gerls) who with their Sythes reinforc'd. 
the loſt batte!, butin his latter r'me he loft rhis reputation, 
by poyfoning 24i/colm ſon of D»ff, to preſerve the Crown 
for a ſon of bis name, though of leſs merit (for lays Butanan, 
They ufe to chooſe the fitteſt,not the neareſt) which being done, 
he got ordained in a Parliament, that the Succeſſion fhould be 
lineal, the Son ſhould inherit, and be called'Prince of Seors ;- 
and, if he were 2 minor, be y_ by ſome wiſe man (here 
2 comes 
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comes the pretence of Succefsion, whereas before it was clear» | 
ly Ele&ive) and at fifreco,he ſhould chooſe his Guardianhim- 
ſelf ; But the Divine vengeance, ' which ſeldom, even in tht5 
| life, paſſes by murther, overtvok htm; for he was infnared by 
a Lady, whoſe {on he had cauſed to be executed, and ſlain by 
| an arrow out of an ambuſh ſhe had laid. Conſtantine the 
ſon of Culen, notwithitan4ing all the artifice of Kenneth, by 
l! his reaſoning againlt the AR, perſwaded moſt of the Nobi- 
lity to make him King, to rhat Afslco/m the ſon of Kenneth 
and he made up two faftions, which tore the Kingdom, till . - 
at leagth /4:/co/ms B-itard Bro: her (himſelf being in Erng- 
land aſsifting the Daxcs,) fought him, routed his Ariry, and, 
with the loſs of his own, lite, rook away his, they dying of 
| mutual wounds. Grime, of whoſe birch they do not cer- 
| tainly agiee, was choſen by the Conſtantinians, who made a 
[| 2004 party, but at interceſsion of Forard (/an accompted 
| Rabbi 9* the times) they at laſt agreed, 'Grime being tro en= 
| joy the Kingdom for his life, after which 245/colamb ſhould 
| ſucceed, hs fackers Law Randing in force z but he after de- 
cliniag into Jewdnefs, crucjty and fpoil (as Princes drunk with 
greatneſs and proſperity ule to do )the people called back 44%» 
columb, who rather receiviug battel then givingit (for 1t was 
upon Aſcention day, his prigcipal Holy day) routed h s Forces, 
wounced himſelf, cook him, pulled out his eyes, which aito- 
gether -made an/end of his life, all tations and humors being 
reconciled. ES - 
Milcolumb, who with various Fortune fought wany ſig- 
nal Batt« ls with the D ane, who under their King Saenc, had 
invaded, in his latter end he greiy to ſuch Covetoulneſs andOp- 
| preſſion, that all Auchors agree he was murthered, though 
| | they diſagreed of the manner; ſoaie ſay, by Confederacy with 
his ſeryants, ; lome, by his Kinkmcn and Computicors z ſome, 
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x by the friends of a maid, whom-he had rayiſhed. Doaald his 
| Grandchi'de ſucceeded, a ood natui'd and unaftive Prince, : 
who with a ſtrazagem of ſIcepy drink, deſtroyed 8 Dani Are 
my that had,;invaded, and 6iltreficd him, bur ar.laſt, being in- {| 
| ſnarcd by h is. Kinſman Mark&cth (who: was prick'd forward F 
by Ambion, and a former viſion of -three,women, of- a Sour- 
h hutnane 


C08 
hutnan ſhape, whereof one ſaluted him, Thaxe of Angus, - 
another of 41»rray the third King) he was beheaded, - -- 

The feverity and cruelty of 4ackberh was fo known, ;that 
borh the ſons of the murchered King were forced to retire, and 
yield ro the times, whileſt he courted the Nobility with lar- 
#efſes : The fi: ſt ten years he ſpent rictuoullybus the remain=- 

er was ſo ſavage and Tyrannical;that Macdeff Thane of Fife 
fled into England to Mlcolm, ſon of Donald, who by his 
 perſwaſious, and the afſilience of the King of England, en- 
' * tered Scot/anazvvhere he found ſuch great acctſsions to his 

party, that Jſackveth vyas forced to fly, his death: ig hid in 

ſuch a miſt of Fab/es, char it is not certaizly known 

Milcolamb,the third of that name,novv being quietly ſeated, 

; was the firſt that brought in thoſe gay intentions & diltintions 

of Honors, Dukes, Marqueſſes (that now are become ſoagerg, 

that ſome carry, them from places, to which they have as little 
'relation as any, as 1/eland in; America; and other from Cot- 
rages and Dovecoats) his firſt trouble was Forfar Mack- 
beths ſon, who claimed the Crown, but was ſoon after cur.off; 
ſome vvar he had.vvith that 3Y41iam, vvhom vve call falſlly 
the Conquerour, ſome vvith his ov vn People, vuhich, by che 
'Interceſs1on of rhe Biſhops, vvere taken yp: At, length, quar- 
relling vvith our William the ſecond, he laid Siege ro Alz- 
rick Caſtle, vvhich being forced to extremity, a Knight came 
out Vvith the Keys on a Spear, as to preſert them to him,and 
yie:d the Caſtle,bur he not vvith due heed receiving them, vvas 
run through the eye and ſlain ; ſome from hence derive the 
name of Piercy -(hovy truly I knovy rot) his ſon and Suc- 
reflor EdWard follovving his revenge too hotly, received ſome 
vvounds, of vvhich, within a fevy dayes,he dyed. 

Donald Bave (thatis white) who had fied into the Iſles 
For fear of Maokbeth, promiſed them to the Kings of Nor- 
way, if he would' procute him to be King, .which was done 
avirh eaſe, as the times then ſtood, bur this Uſurper being ha- 

ed by the People, who-general\y loved the memory of Aſil- 
polmb, they ſet. Duncan Milcolmbs Baſtard agiinſt him,who 
Forcd him torerire torhis Liles;Dancanga Military mangſhews- 
d himfelF unfit for Government, ſo, Doveld waiting all ad- 
E3 _ vantages, 
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cauſed. him to be beheaded, and reſtored himfelf ; . but his 
Reign was ſo turbulent, the Iſlanders afEngliſh mvading on *? 
both ſides, that they called in Edgar fon of Afilcolmb,then in 
Evgland, who,with ſmall afsiſtances, poſſeſt t:imſelf, all men 
Selerving Donald, who being taken and-brought to the King, 
dyed in Priſon; Edgar ſecure by his yertues, and ſtrengthened 
by the Engliſh aliance, ſpent nine'years vertuouſly and peace- 
ably, and gave the People leave to breathe and reſt after ſo 
much trouble and bloodſhed. His Brother eAlexander, fir- 
named Acer, or the fierce, ſuccceded, the beginning of whoſe 
Reign,being d ſturbed.by a Rebellion, he ſpeedaly mer them at 
the Spay, wh'ch being a ſwift River, and che Enemy on the 
other ſide, he off-red himſelf to foard on horſe-back, but 4- 
lexander Car taking the imployment from him, foarded the | 
River with ſuch courage,that the Enemy fled, and were quiet ; 
The reſt of his Raign (ſome fay) he had the name of Acer, -. 
for that ſome Conſpirators being by the fraud of his Cham- 
berlain, admitted into his Chamber, he caſually waking firſt, 
flew :he Chamberlain, and after {1x of the Conſpirators , nor | 
ceaſing to purſue the reſt, till he had ſlain moſt of them with 
his owne hands , this with the building of ſome Abbeys, and 
ſeventeen years Raign,is all we know of him. 

His Brother David ſucceeded, one whoſe profuſe prodiga- - 
lity upon the Abbyes brought the revenew of the Crown (fo 
prevalent was the ſuperſtition of thoſe dayes) almoſt to no- 
thing, he had many battels with our Stephen about the title of 
aud the Empreſs, and having loſt his excellent wife'and 
hopefull Son in the flower of their dayes , he left the King- 
dom to his Grand-children, the eldeſt whereof was David a. 
ſimple King, baffled, and led up and down into France by our 
Henry the jecond, which brought them to ſuch contempr, that 
he was vext by frequent InſurreRions, eſpecially them of. 
Anurray, whom he almoſt extirpated ; the latter part of his. 
Reign was ſpent in building of Monaſteries, he himſelf tyed: 
by a Vow of Chaſtity, would never marry, but left his ooh 
cefſor his brother #/i/liam, who expoſtularing for the Earl- 
dom of Northumberland gave occafion for a War, in which 
be was ſurprixed and taken , but afterwards releafſt vpon hi 
| doing] 
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doing Homage for the xigdor & Scotland to King Henry, 
of whom he acknowledged to hold ir, and put in Caution the 
Caſtles of I (once ſtrong, now nothing bur ruins) 
Barwick, Edinburgh, Sterling, all which notwithſtanding 
was after releaſed by Richard corde Lyon, who was then 
upon an expedition to the Holy War, from whence returning, 
beth he,and David Earl of Hantington, brother to the King 
of Scots were taken Priſoners : the reſt of his Regs (feving 
the rebuilding of Saint Fohnſton , which had been. deſtroyed 
by the waters, whereby he loſt his eldeſt Son; and fome Trea- 
ties with our King fob») was little vyorth the memory; ons» 
ly you vvill vvonder that a Scorti/h King could Reign fourty 
nine years and die in peace, | |. Set 
Alexander his.Sen ſucceeded, famous for little, ſave ſome 
Expeditions againſt our King ſob», ſome InſurreRions, and a 
Reign two years longer then his Fathers. His Son was the 
third of that name,a boy of eight years old, whoſe Minority 
was infeſted with the turbulent C-mns, vvho,at riper age,be- 
ing called to accompt , not onely refuſed, but ſarprized him at 


' Sterling, governing him at their pleaſure; but ſoon after -he 
. was awaked by a furious Invaſion of Acho King of <tr 
) 


(under the pretence of ſome {lands given him by Mackhet 
whom he forced to accept a Peace, and ſpent the latter part 
amidſt the turbulencies of the Prielts (drunk at that time with 


their wealth and eaſe) and at laſt having ſeen the continued- 


fuperals of his Sons, Davia, Alexander , his wife, and. his 
daughter, he himſelf with a fall from his horſe broke his 
neck;leaving of all his race,onely a Grand-childe by his daugh- 


ter, which dyed ſoon after. 


This mans family being extinguiſhed, they vvere forced to 
run to another Line, which that we may ſee how happy, ex- 
pevient, immediate Succeſſion is for the Peace of the King- 


; - dom, and what miferies it prevents ; I ſhall as briefly and as 


pertinently as I can, ſet down. 

David,brother to King #/ wHiam,had three daughters, JUAr- 
garet —__—_ to Alan, Lord of Gallowy,. Iſbell marrycd 
tO Robert Bruce, Lord of Annandale and Cleveland; Ads 


;  marryed to Henry Haſtings, Earlof Huntington, now Allan 


begorten 


EN y 
'; 


; being come of the ſecond (bur a man) {hould have the Crovyr, 
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t on his wife DD” married to Iohn Baliall after | 
King of Scotland, and other two daughters, Brwce on his wife 

Robere Bruce, Earle of { arick, (having married the heretrix * 
there, )as for Huntington he defiſted his claime ; The queſ= 

tion is, whether Bali! in right of the eldeſt davghter,or Brace *? 
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he being in the ſame d- gree, and of the more worthy ſex ; the 
Controve fle being toſt up and down, at laſt vvas referred to 
Edward the firſt of that name of England, he thinking to fiſh * 
in theſe troubled waters, ſtirs up cight other Coinperitors,the : 
more to entangle the bulineſs, and with twenty four Coun- 
cellors, half Eng/iſh, half Scors, and abundance of Councel- 
lors, Lawyers, fit enough to perplex the matter,fo handl-d the | 
buſineſs, after cunning delyes, that at length he ſecretly tzm- 

s with Bruce (who was then conceived to have the better 
right of the bulineſſe) that if he vvoula acknovvledge the 
Crown of him , he would adjudge it for him,but he generouſ- 
ly anſvvcring that he valued a Crovvn at a le(s rate, then forit 
to put his Countrey under a Forraign yoke 3; he made the ſame 
motion to P-lial!, yvho accepted 't ; and ſo vve have a King 
again, by vvhar right vve all (ec, but !£.is good reaſon to thi k | 
that Kings, come they by their power never {o unjuſtly, may 
juſtly keep it, 

Baliall haviog thas got a Crown,as unhappily k-pt ir; for no 
ſoon: r vv3s he Crovvnee, and had done Homage to Edward, 
but the Abernerhys having flain Iſacanuffe Earl of Fife , he 
not only pardoned them, bur gave them a piece of Land in con- 
rroverſfie, yvhereupon acdvffs brother complaining againſt | 
him to EdWard, vvho makes him rite from his ſext at Parlia- 
ment and go to the Bar, he h<reupon enraged, der yes Edward 
aſſiſtance agaivſt rhe French, 3nd renounces his Homage, Eqd- 
ward hereupn comes to Berwick, takes 3nd kills ſeven thon- 
ſand ,moſt of the Nobility of #ife and Lowrhiaw, and after 
gave them a great defeat at Dunbar, whoſe Caſtle inſtantly 
ſurrerdied : Aﬀeer this, he marched to Montroſe, where Bal:- 
all reſigncd hinfelf and Crown, all the Novility giving Ho- 
mage £9 Eiward, Battal 15 fent priſoner to London, aud from * 
thence after aiyears detention into France, Whileſt Edward | 

was * 
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was poſleſt of all Scotland .one William Wallace aroſe , who 
Ibcing a private man , beſtirred himſelfin the Calamity of his 
{Countrey, and gave the £»g/iſþ ſeverall notable foyles. 
* Edward coming again with an Army, beat him *( that was 
*overcome with envy aud emulition as well-2s power; upon 
*which he laid by his Command, and never acted after,but ſlight 
'Incurſions ) bur the Eng: being beaten at Roſslin,' Edward. 
comes in again,takes £rer/ing, and makes them all render ho- 


' *mage ; bur at length Brace, ſceing all his promiſes nothing 
| *but fmoak, enters into League with Czmen to get the King- 


dome; bur being betrayed by him to Edward, he ſtabbed C#- 
»men at Dumſrezs, and made himſelf King. This man though 
' he came with diſadvantage, yet wanted neither patience,cou- 
'rage,nor condu&; fo that aficr he hid miſerably lurk'd in the 
{mountains,[1e came down, and gathering together ſome force, 

gave our Edward the ſecond ſuch a defeat near Sterling , as 

Scotland never gave the like to 6ur Nation, and continued war 

with various fortune with the Third, till at lf}, age and Le- 
> proſiz brought him to his grave. His ſon Davida Boy of eight 
*years, inherited that which he with ſo much danger obtained, 
-and wiſiom kept; In his minotity he was governed byThomas 
: Randolf Earl of Murray , whole ſeverity in puniihing was no- 
*lefſe dreaded. His valor had been honoured ,. but he ſoon 
{after dying of poyſon,and Edward Balial,fon of Fohn, coming 
- vvith a Fleet, and ſtrengthened vvith the aſſiſtance of the En- 

ziiſh,and ſome Robbers, the Governour the Earl of Har vvas 
put to the rout,fo that Balial makes himſelf King, and David 
*vvas plad to retire into France; Amidſt theſe parties (Edward 
: the third backing Balial ) vvas Scotland pittifully rorn , and 
- the Braces in a manner extinguiſhed, till Robere (after King) 
: vvith them of Argyle,and his ovvn Family and friends , begin 
* torenevv the Claim,and bring it into a War again, vvhich vyas 
; carryed on by 4ndrew Murray the Governour, and after by 
himſe; that David after nine years baniſhment durſt return, 
| vhere making often Incurſtons, he at le ngtt in the fourth year 
of his return, march'd into E»g/ara, and in the Biſhoprick of 
* Durham vas routed,fled to an obſcure Bridge, ſhevved to this 


+ 


; day by the Kghabirants, vvhere he vvas by John (optand taken 


priſoner, 
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priſoner,vvhere he continucd nine years,and in the thirty ninth 
year of his Reigne died. 
: Robert his ſitters fon, whom he had intended to put by, ſuc- 
ceeds, and firlt brought the SreWares ( which at this day are. 
a plague to the Nation ) 1ato play: This man after he was 
King,wherther ir were age 0: {loth, did little ; bnt his Licute- 
nants and the Exgliſ9 were perpetually in Aion ; he left his 
Kingdome to f hz his Baſtard ſon by the Lady More his Con- 
cubine, whom he married, either ro Legittimate the three 
Children (as the manner was then ) he had by her, or elſe for: 
old acq1aintance (his Wife, and her Husband dying much a- 
bout « time) This fohn would be Crowned by the name of 
Robert(his own they ſay .being unhappy for Kings)a wretched 
uniive Prince, lame, and onely governed by his brother Yal- 
ter, who having David the Priac*,upon the complaint of ſome 
exorbitanci:s, delivered to him to take care of, made him to be 
ſtarv'd; upon whlch the King intending to ſend his fon fames 
into France, the Boy was taken at Flambargh, and kept by 
Henry the Fourth ; up »n the hearing of which, his Father . 
ſwounded, and ſoon after dicd : His reigne was' memorable 
for nothing, but his breaking with George Earl of March, to: 
whoſe daughter upon the payment of a great part of her por- 
rion (which he never woul4 repay ) he had promiſed his ſon 
David for an husband : to take the daughter of Douglas 
who had a greater , which occaſioned the Earl of March to 
maie many in-rodes with one Henry Hot-ſpur; and a famous 
Duell of hree hundred mcn apiece, whereof of the one fide 
ten remaincd,and of the other one, which was the onely way 
to appeaſe the deadly feuds of two Families: The Inter-reign 
was governed by Roberr,who enjoying the power, he had too 
much coveted, little minded the Liberty of his Nephew, one- 
ly he ſent ſome Auxiliaries into France, who ( they ſay ) be- 
haved themſclves worthily ; and this lothfull ſou AMoradac, 
who making his ſons ſo bold with indulgence , rhat one of | 
them k-1'd a Fa'con on his fiſt, which he denycd to give him; - 
he in revenge procured the Parliament to ranſome the King, - 
who had been eighteen years priſoner. This Zames was the - 
hiſt of that Name,and though he was an excellent Prince,yet : 

had 


(41) 


' hada troubleſome Raigne; firſt in regard of a preat Penſion 


raiſed for his Ranſome, next for Domeſtic k Commotions,and 
laſtly for railing of Mouey, . which though the Revenue was 


exhauſted, was called Covetouineſſe, which having cfnded 


Robert Grabam, he conſpired with the Earl of e Athol, and 
flew him in his Chamber, his VW ite receiv.ng two wounds, en- 
deavoring to defend him. 

This 7, mes left the ſecond,a boy of ſix years, whoſe infancy 
by the miſ-guidance of the Gove: nor, made a miſerable People, 
and betrayed the Earl Dong/u to death , and almoſt al! that 


. oreat Family to ruine ; but being ſupplanted by another Earl 


Donuglas,the King in h:s juſt age ſuftered minority under him, 
who upon diſpleaſure rebell: d,and was kill'd by his own hand; 
afterwards having his middle years perperually moleſted with 
Civil broyles, yet going to affiſt che Duke of York, againſt 
Henry the Sixt , he was diverted by an Eug!ih Gentleman, 
that counterfeited himſelf a Aznc:o (which I mention our of 
a Manuſcript: , becaute I do not rememver it in our >toryes ) 
and broke up his Army Joon afrer,befieging Rexbargh,he was 


* fiin by the burſting of a Cannon in the twenty ninth year ,of 


his Age. 
ames the third left a Boy of ſeven years, governcd by his 
Mother, afterwards the Boyds through the pe: ſwaſions of A+ 


; ſtrologers and Witches, to whom he was ſtroygly addicted, he 


declined to Cruelty,which ſo inraged the Nobility that headed 
by his ſon, they conſpired againit him , routed his Forces near 
Sterling, whcrcin he flying to a Mill, and asking for a Confeſ- 
ſor,a Prieſt came, who told him, that though he was no good 
Prieſt, yer he was a good Leech, and with that {tzbb'd him to 
the heart : A Parliament approved his death, and ordercd In- 
dempnities to all that had fought againſt him. 

James the fourth,a Boy of fifteen years, is made King, Go- 
verned by the murtherers of his Father, a prodigall, vainglori- 
ous Prince, lain at F/eddom Field,or as ſome ſuppoſe gat Kelſey, 


y by the Humes,which ( as the Manuſcript alledges ) ſeems more 
* probability, in regard rhat the Iron Belt ( { Ring to which he 
' added every year ) which he wore in repentance for the death 
; ofhis Father,was never found,and there were many the day of 
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the Battell habited like him. His Snccefſor was his ſo'1, Fames 
the Fifth of that Name, a Boy of not above two years of age; 
under whoſe minority , what by the miſ-governmevr of Tu-' 


tors, what by the faAtions of the Nobility, Scorland was vva- 


ſted almoſt into famine and ſolitude, yer in his juſt age he pro- 


ved an induſtrious Prince, but could not ſo ſatishe the Nobility, 
but he and they continued in a mutuall hate, till that barbarous 


execution of young Hamiltox, fo fill'd him mith remorſe, (he. 


dreaming that Hamilton came and cut off his Armes , and 


threatned after to cut off his Head ) and diſpleaſed the People, 


that he could nor mzke his Army fight with the Eng1iif then 


in Scto/and, whereupon he dyed of grief, having heard che. 


death of his two ſons, who died ar the inſtant of his Dream, 
and leaving a Daughter of five dayes old, whom he never 
ſaws 


This. was that Zary,under whoſe minority ( by the weak- | 


neſſe of rhe Governour , and ambition of the Cardioall ) the 
Kinodom felr all thoſe woes thar are threatned to them whoſe 


King js a Ch:lde. Till at _= 7 the prevalencie of the Engliſh 


Arms ( awakes for her Cauſe ) brought the great deſigne of 
ſending her into France to perfetion, ſo at five years old ſhe 


was tranſported,and at fifteen married to the D aulphin Fr ar- 


c#, after King, (whileſt her morher,daughrer of the G##i/e, in 
her Regercic , exerciſcd all Rage againſt the Profeſſors of the 
purer Religion-then in the Darn ) who after two years, left 
ker a childelefle Widow , ſo that at eighteen ſhe teturned in- 
ro Scotland to ſucceed her Mother (then newly dead ) in her 
CXOTDITAnciess 
This young couple in the tranſport of their Nuptiall ſolem- 
n'tizs,took the Arrns and Tirl: of England ; which indiſcreet 
Ambition we may ſuppoſe fi:{t quickned the jealoufic of E/5z4- 
beth againſt her, woich afier kindled ſo grear a flame. 
_In S$cor/ard ſhe ([hewed what a ſtrange influence looſs edu- 
cation hath upon youth, and that weaker Sex, all the French 
efteminacies came Over wirh the Court, lot thar little ſeverity 
wh:ch was left. David Rize was the onely Favourite, and it 
too much teared , had thoſe enjoyments which no woman can 
21ve, Lut ſhe that gives away her honor andchaft-ty. 
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tbew Earl of Lenox his father into Solana, ſhe caſt an eye u- 
pon him,and married him. Whether it were to ſt engrhen her 
pretenſion to England , he being come of H: ny the Sevenths 
Davghrer, as we 1hall rell anon, cr for to colour h-r Adulte- 
ries, and [de the ſhame of an impregnation, ( though ſome 
have whiſpered,that ſhe never concaved, and that the fon was 
ſnppolititions ) or ſome Phrenzy of aft.tion drew her that 
way ; .Cert31: it is ſhe ſoon dec ined her affeFion to her huſ- 
bad .and ercreaſed it to David ' he being her perpetual Com= 
panion at Board, and managing all Aﬀairs, whilſt the King with 


a contemptible train was ſent away ) inſomuch that ſome of | 


the Nob-lity that could not digeſt this, entred a Conſpiracy, 
which the King headed, and flew him in her Chamber. 

This turn'd all che negle& of her Husband into rage, ſo that 
her chiefeſt buſineſs was to appeaſe her Favorites Ghoſt with 
the laughter of her Husband ; poyſon was firſt attempted, but 
it being (it ſeems) roo weak, or his youth eve. coming it, that 
expectation fail'd. But the Nevill and BorthWel furniſh'd her 
with another that ſucceeded, ſhe int ces him being ſo ſick, that 
they were forc'd to bring him in an horſe-litter to Edinburgh, 
where ſae cheriſht him extreamly,til che credulous young man 
began to lay aſide ſuſpicion,and hope better; fo ſhe puts him in 
4 ruinous Houſe near the Palace, from whence no news can be 
had,brings in her own bed,and lyes in the room w:th him; and 
at length when the Defigine was ripe , cauſes him one Sunday 
night, with his ſervant,to be ltrangled,thrown out of the win- 
dow, and the Houſe blown up with Gun-powder, her own 
rich bed having been before ſecretly convayed away. This and 
other perforinances made her favour upon Borhwel ſo hot, that 
ſme mult marry him, the onely obſtacle was, he had a Wife al- 


ready; but {he wa) compeli'd to ſuc for a Divorce, which (ſo 


osreat Perſons being coiicern'd it was a wonder was in granting 
ſo leng as ten dayes: Well, ſhe marryes,but the more honeſt No- 
bility amazed at thoſe exorbitances, garher together,and with 
Arms in hands, begin to expoſtulate: The new-marricd people 


are forc'd to make back Southwards, where finding but {lender 


aſſiſtances, and the Queen fooliſhly coming from D#»bar to 
F 3 Leith, 
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But a little afrer, H-nry Lord Da#xly, coming with Hat- 
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44 
Tith,was glad at laſt to delay a parley till her Dear was eſca- 
ped, and then {clad in an 01d tottered coat) to yeeld her ſelf a 
priſoner. | 

Being brought to Edinburgh, ard uſed rather with hate of 
her former enormitie:,then pity of her fortune, ſhe received a 
meſlage , that ſhe muſt either reſigne the Cr.-wn to her ſon 
Zames (that was bor in the rime of her marriage with D arr- 
{y) orclſe they would proceed to another Election , and was 

orc'd to obry : So the Childe then in Is Craddle was ac- 
:nowledged Tames the Sixt, better known afterwards by the 
Citle of Great Brittain, 

The wretched Mother flying after into England, was enter- 
ain'd (though with a Guard by Queen E/:1z+beth, but after 
hey being ſuborn*d by the Papiſts , and exaſperated by the 
'#12e5,{he entered into plots and machinations,ſo inconſiſtent 
1th the ſafetic of Eng/and,that by an A of Parliament ſhe 
yas condemned to death, whichſhe after reccived by an hatchet 

at Forhering-gay Caltle. | 

The infancic of her ſon was attended with thoſe Dome- 
ſtick evils that accompany minorities of Kings : In his youth 
he took to Wife the Daughter of Denmark, (a woman I hear 
little of, ſaving that CharaRer Salxſt gives Sempronia , ſhe 
could ſaltaye elegantius quam neceſſe eſt probe) with whom 
he ſuppoſing the Earl Gowry too much im League, cauſed hm 
and his Brother to be ſlain at their own Houſe whither he 
was invited, he giving out, that they had an intent to murther 
him , and that by miracle, and the aſſiſtance of ſome men 
( whom he had inſtrufed for that purpoſe, and taught their 
tale ) be cſcap'd- For this Deliverance (or to ſay better aſſa- 
ſinat1on) he Elaſphemed God with a ſolemn Thankſgiving 
once a year all the remainder of his life. 

Happy had it been for us, if our fore fathers had laid hold 
of that happy opportunity of Elizabeths death (in which the 
Tenthors took a period) to have performed that which (per- 
chance in due puniſhment) hath coſt us ſo much blood and 
ſweat, and not have bowed under the ſway of a Stranger 
(diſdained by the moſt generous and wiſe at that time, and one- 
ly ſupported by the FaQtion of ſome, and Noth of others) 

| who 
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who brought but a ſlender title, and (however the affentati- 
On of the times cryed him up a Solomon) weak commendati- 
ons for ſuch an advancement. : 

The Former ſtoud thus; Hargaret, eldeſt daughter to Hen- 
7) the feventh, was marryed to /ares the fourth, whoſe Son, 
James the fifth, had ſary the mother of James the ſixth, 
Margaret after her firſt Husbands death, marryes «Archi- 
bald Dewglas, E:rl of Angus, who upon her begot X1erga- 
ret, wife of arthew Earl of Lenox, and mother of that 
Henry Darnly, whoſe Tragical cud we juſt now mentioned. 
Now upon'this ſlender Title and our i:;ternal d flentions (for 
the Cecilians and Eſſexians for ſeveral ends made perperuall 
applications) got Fammy from a Revenew of 3000c.li. to 
one of almoſt rwo Millions, though there were others that 
had as fair pretences (what elſe can atiy of them make) the 
Statute of 25. E4.3. expreſly excluding Forraigners frum the 
Crown, ard ſo the children of Charles Branaon by Mary 
the ſecond, Daughter Dowager of France, being next to come 
in; And the Lady Arte/la, being ſprung from a third hus- 
band, and the Lord Stewart of the ſaid Margaret, and by a. 
male Lyne, carryed ſurely a formidable pretenfion (it ſhould 
ſeem ) that even that iniquity wh'ch was perſonally inherent 
to her made her dayes very unhappy and moſt part captive,and. 
her death (*«as thought) ſomewhat too early, ſo cruell are 
the perſecutions of cowardly mindes, even againſt the weakelt 
and moſt unproteRed innocence. 

And indeed his right to the Crown was ſo fatisfaory even 
ro the moſt judicious of thoſe dayes ; that Toby Matthew 
having a ſuit about ſome priviledges which he claimed to his 
Biſhoprick (which vvas then Darhgm) wherein the King 
oppoſed him ; having one dzy ſtated the Caſe before ſome of 
his friends, and they ſeeming to approve of it ; yes, ſaycs hes 
I could with but half ſo good a Title to the Crown; and tis 
known that ſome ſpeeches of Sir Walter RaWley, too gene= 
rous and Engliſh for the times, was that vvhich brought him 
to Tryall and Condemnation for a feigned crime, and after- 
wards ſo facilitated that barbarous defigne of Gandamar, to 


cut off his head for a crime, for vvhich he was condemned 
fourteen 


(46) 
fourteen years before, and which by the Commiſstons he after 
received (according to the opinioa of the then Lord Chan- 
cellour, and the greateſt Lawyers) vvas ia Lavv pardoned. 

This may be belides our purpoſe, but vve could nct ſever 
this Conſideration unleſs vve vvould dravy him vv th an half 
face,and leave as much inumbray as we expreited. That vvhich 
moſt ſolemnized h s Perſon, was, frit the confideration of his 
adhering to the Proteſtant Religion, vvhereas yve are to con- 
ſider that thoſe ſleight velitations he had vvithBel/armine and 
the Remaniſt;,tended r:ither to make his own Authority more 
intrinſecally intenſe, and venerable then to confute any thing 
they (aid, for he had before ſhakt them off as to Forraign Ju- 
riſdition, and for maiter of Popery, it appeared in his lat:cr 
time that he was no ſuch enemy to it, both by his own Com- 
pliances vvith-the Spaniſh Ambaſſadors, the detigne of the Spa- 
niſh Match (in vvhich his Son vvas perfovally imbarke) and 
the ſlovy aſsiftances ſent to hi: daughter, in vvhoſe ſafety and 
prote&ion Proteſtantiſme vvas at that time ſo much con- 
cerned. 

For his knovvledge, he had ſome glancings and nibleings, 
vvhich the ſeverity of the excellent Buchanan forc'd into him 
in his younger time, and after converſation, ſomevvhat po- 
liſhr, but though 1 bear not ſo great a contempt to his other 
vvorks, as Ben: 7ohnſon did to his Poetry, yet if they among 
many others yvere a going to the fire, they vyoulJ not be one 
of the firſt T ſhould reſcue, as poſſivly expeRing more ſevere 
and refin'd Judgment in many other. And knovving that he that 
had ſo many able Wits at command , might eaſily make them 
give their Oracles through his mouth : bur ſuppoſe the things 
generous and fit to live (as I am not vet convinc'd) yet vvhat 
com mendations is this to a King ( who ſhould have other bu- 
ſineſs then ſpinning and weaving fine Theoryes, and engaging 
in School Ciqueneries ) which was well underſtood by Henry 
the fourth, who hearing ſome men celebrate him with theſe 
Attributes ; yea (anſwers he very tartly) He # a fine King, 
and writes little Books. ; 

'Tistrue, he was a good droll, and poſsibly after Greek 
Wine ſomewhat facetious. But for ſubſtantiall and Heroick 
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/iflom,? have not heard any great inſtances; he himſelf uſed 
brag of his King-craft, which was not tofelicific his Peo- 
> and proſecute the ends of a good King ; but to ſcrne up 
e Prerogarives, divert Parliaments: from the due difquifition 
nd proſecution of their freedoms, and robreak them up at 
leaſure, and'mndeed his rendition of the Cautionary Towns 
of che Low Cowuntreys, and that'for foſmall a ſum, ſhew- 
{ him a perſon not ſo quick-fighted, andunfit to be over- 
cacht. 
© For his peaceable Reign, Honourable and juſt -Quarrels he 
yanted not, but floth-and cowardize withheld him, andiindeed 
he eaſe and luxury of thoſe times,fomented & nouriſhed thoſe 
Jurking and peſtilenrhumours, which afterwards fo dangerouſ- 
y look'd out in his Sons _ | 
? We'hall not trouble hrs athes with the-mention of his Per- 
onall faults, only,if we may,compare Gods }utlgements with 
zppararit'ſins;we may tinde the'latrerend of his life, neither for- 
nat nor comfortable unto him-His wifediſtaſted by himgand 
ſome ſay,languiſhing of a foul Yiſeaſczhis eldeft ſon dying, Ni- 
i aperrss indiciis, of Payſon, and thatas is feared by a hand 
too much allyed : His fecond (with whom, he ever'had a'ſecrer 
Antipathy) ſcarce returned'froma mad and dapgerons vqy- 
age, - 'His daughter (all that was left of that ſex) 'baniſhr, 
vith'her numerous iffue, out of her husbands Dominion, and 
livigg in miferaÞle exite ; and'laftly, hunfelt dying. of a vio- 
lenc death' (by poyſon') in, which his Son was more then 'fit- 
fpeRed'to have an hand, as may be infer'd' by Buckinghams 
Ptea, that hedid it by. the Command of the then Prince ;' his 
own. diffolution of” the Parliament thar took: inhand torexa- 
"mine it 3. and laſtly, his»indiffcrency. at Buckingham? death 
(though he prexended alt love rohim alive) as Jadro be rid 


of ſo.dangerous and ſo contiderable-a Partner of his guilt ; yer 
the Mirred Paraſites of thoſe times, could- ſay, one.went to" 
Heavenjn Noahs Ark, the'other in;E1i/ſba's Eharior, he dying 
of a pretende&Feaver, ſhe (as they ſaid ) of 4a'drapfie. 
Obarles, having now obtainid his 'Brothers -inberitance, 
carryed himſelf in managing of ir, 2 one that gain'd it wo 
I L 
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did. The firſt of his Afts, was that glorious attempt upon the | 
Ifle of Rhee. The next that Noble ad Chriſtianly berraying 
of Rochell, and conſequently in a manner the whole Prote- 
ſtant intercſt in France, The middle of his R.ign was h-igh- 
renin? of Prerogative and Prelacy, ad co. forming our Chur- 
cs to the pattern of Rome ; will at laſt juſt indigoation 
brought in Lis Subjects of Scorland into Exgland, and (6 
torc'd him to cal aParkament;which chough he ſhamclcſly ſay 
in the ficit line of theBook(cai'd his) was out of his ow» znclie 
nation to Varliaments, yet how wel hc 1K't them may appear 
by his firſt tampering with h s ownArtry in the North,to ſur- 
Þ iz ard diflolve them,chen theScors who at that rime were 
Court-proof) then raiſiog up the Iriſh Rebellion, which hath 
waſted Millions of lives ; and laſtly,open ſeceſsion from Weſt- 
miniſter, aud hoitility againſt the two Houſes, which main- 
tain'd a t:r{t and ſecond ſharp War, which had almoſt ruined 
_the Nation, had not Providence in a manner immediatly in- 
terpoſed and reſcued us to Liberty, and made us ſuch fignall 
Inſtruments of his vengeance, that all wicked Kings may 
rremble at the example. 

In a word never was man ſo reſolute and obſtinate in a Ty- 
'randie, never People more ſtrangely beſotted with it, to paint 
the Image of. David with his face, and Blaſphemouſly paral- 
fel him with Chriſt, would make one at firſt thought think him 
a Saint: But. to compare his Proteſtations and ations; his ai. 
ons of the day, his aRions of the nighe, his Proteſtant Reli- 
Si0n,and his Courting of Pope, and obedience to his wife, we 
way juſtly ſay, he was one of the moſt conſurwate in the 
Arts of Tyranny that ever was. And 'it could be no other 
then Gods hand that arreſted him in the height of his Defignes 
and preatncſs, and cut off him and his Family, making good | 
his own Imprecations upon his own head, 

. Our Scene is again in Sc#;{and, who hath accepted his Son, 
whom for diſtinchinn ſake, we will be content to call Charles 
the Second, Certainly theſe people were Rrangely blinde as to 
Gods Iudgement perpetually powered out upon 8 Family, or 
6Ne to their own intereſt, ro admit the ſpray of ſuch a ſtock ; 
one 
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one that ! ati 1 '1ttle to commurnd him, and ſo grea' improba- 

bility for chici d.fignes aud bappuicts, a Pupith (or very near 
' it) education, if nor Rel:cjona tov (however for the preſent 
he miy ſeem to dffemble ir, France, the Teſuits and his mo= 
ther good meavs of 1:ch improvement ) the dangerous Ma- 
ximes of his Father, {beſides che revenge he owes his death, 
of wiich he will never totally acquit the Scots) his hate to the 
whole Nation, his ſence of 47e»troſſe his death ; his back- 
wardneſs to come to them till al! other means failed (Both his 
Forraign beg'd aſsiſt inces, his Propoſitions to the Pope, and 
Commiſsions to Montroſſe,)and laſtly, his late running away 
to his heart friends in the North ; ſo that any man may ſee 
* this his Compliance to be but Hiſteron'cal and forc'd, and that 
as ſoon as he hath led them into the ſnare, and got power in- 
to his own hands,-ſo as he may appear in his own viſage, he 
will be a ſcourge upon them for their groſs hypocrific, and 
leave them a ſad inſtance to all Nations, how dangerous it is 
to eſpouſe ſuch an 13tereſt, which God with ſo viſible and ſe- 
vere a hand fights againſt, carryed on by , and for- the ſupport 
. of a Tyrannizing Nobility and Clergy, and wherein the poor 
People are blindly led on by thoſe affrighting (but falſe and 
ungrounded) prerenfions of pertidy and perjury ,, and made 
inſtrumentall w.th their own eſtates and blood , for the 
cnſlaving and ruining themſelves. 
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